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Minutes of the 28th Annual General Meeting 

Frobisher Inn, Iqaluit, Nunavut 
August 23, 2004  

Meeting opened 9:00 a.m.; adjourned 12:37 p.m. 
 

Item 1  Call to Order/Confirmation of Quorum/Approval of the Agenda  
 
Jean-Paul Théorêt called the meeting to order.  He welcomed all delegates to the 
AGM, noting especially that this was the first CAMPUT meeting of the two new 
Vice Chairs of the Ontario Energy Board, Jan Carr and Gordon Kaiser. 
 
Quorum confirmed – 13 out of the 14 Voting Members were in attendance.  Each 
member board has one vote exercised by the Chair of the member board or a 
designated representative as follows: 
British Columbia  Lori Ann Boychuk, Board Member 
Alberta   Arden Berg, Board Member 
Saskatchewan   Boris Kishchuk, Chair 
Manitoba   Gerry Barron, Executive Director and Secretary 
Ontario   Gordon Kaiser, Vice Chair 
Québec   Anthony Frayne, Régisseur 
New Brunswick  David Nicholson, Chair 
Prince Edward Island  Maurice Rodgerson, Chair 
Nova Scotia   Kulvinder Dhillon, Board Member 
Northwest Territories  John Hill, Chair 
Nunavut   Raymond Mercer, Chair 
National Energy Board John Bulger, Board Member 

 
Members of the CAMPUT Executive Committee in attendance: 
Jean-Paul Théorêt (Chair) 
Arden Berg (Vice-Chair) 
Richard Carrier (Chair, Regulatory Affairs) 
Bob Betts (Chair, Education Committee) 
 
David Nicholson indicated that he would like to add to the agenda an item on the 
creation of a working group on USA (Uniform Statement of Accounts) and 
benchmarking.  It was agreed that this would be added as item 7.2.3 
 
The resulting approved agenda is reflected in the headings to the 2004 AGM 
Minutes.  
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Item 2   Approval of Minutes of the 27th Annual General Meeting, September 10, 2003 
 

Minutes of the 2003 AGM were tabled for approval.  The Minutes were approved 
without amendment. Moved by David Nicholson.  Seconded by John Hill.  Motion 
carried. 

 
 

Item 3   Business Arising From the 2003 AGM Minutes 
 

No business was noted as arising from the 2003 AGM Minutes. 
 
 
Item 4   Chair’s Report 
 

Jean-Paul Théorêt reported on what has been accomplished within CAMPUT and 
by CAMPUT over the course of the past year.  He noted: 

• a new and improved public website and a members-only website; 
• the first stakeholder meeting (January, 2004), and the resulting undertaking 

of joint work with industry on energy information requirements; 
• the establishment of a teleconference forum on legal matters; 
• the establishment of new policies on investments, conferences, training, 

and the Community Fund; 
• the active recruitment of associate members, resulting in the Comision 

Reguladora de Energía (CRE) of Mexico becoming an associate member;  
• the successful involvement of CAMPUT as a promoter of the Second 

World Forum on Energy Regulation, which was held in Rome in October 
2003; 

• the attraction of high-profile national and international speakers at the 
Halifax conference in May, 2004, and the attraction of significant 
sponsorship contributions to the Community Fund; 

• the resolution of the Bank of Montréal indemnity issue; and 
• the filing for trademark protection of the CAMPUT name. 

 
Jean-Paul noted that the CAMPUT annual conference had become a “go to” 
conference for key executives of industry and consumers because the conference 
has successfully addressed topics of national and international significance.  
 
Jean-Paul noted that CAMPUT will be actively soliciting membership by other 
Canadian boards this year, particularly those in the North.  He also noted that the 
Third World Forum on Energy Regulation will be held in the fall of 2006 in 
Washington, DC, and that NARUC has requested the active involvement of 
CAMPUT in the planning and execution of the forum. 
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He noted that his vision for CAMPUT encompasses three areas.  
• The first is that the organization has an important role to play in providing 

assistance and advice to governments on policy matters relating to utility 
regulation, and that in the near future he intends to ask for input of the 
chairs of member boards on whether they agree with this direction for 
CAMPUT.  

• The second area is to work together as regulators on common regulatory 
issues. This area will develop under the Regulatory Affairs Committee.  

• The third area is improving our education services to members. 
 
In discussion, Gerry Barron raised a question concerning the Community Fund.  
The Community Fund policy gives a preference to potential recipients in the 
region in which the Annual Conference is held.  Since several provinces never 
host the Annual Conference, Gerry wondered if those provinces would have 
access to the Community Fund.  Arden Berg responded that Gerry had raised an 
important issue that had not been considered to date in that light. Arden Berg 
noted that the Executive Committee had considered one element of the issue by 
reserving initial access to 25% of the funds in any given year, with the intention of 
allocating to national representation needs and other worthy uses at its discretion.  
Jean-Paul indicated that, in order to be fair to all, the Executive Committee would 
look further into and further consider this issue. 
 
In discussion on the stakeholders meeting which had been held in January, Jean-
Paul indicated that it was critical that the Chairs attend these meetings. 

 
 
Item 5  Executive Director’s Report 
 

Terry Rochefort reported on his work over the past year.  Highlights included: 
• revamped public website and a new members’ website; 
• organization of a stakeholder meeting in January 2004; 
• establishment of the legal forum (with credit to Dwanda Newman, 

Newfoundland for suggesting these types of forums);  
• acting as a focal point for information gathering; 
• alerts on an as-required basis; 
• support to the Executive Committee; and 
• support to other committees (Education, Regulatory Affairs, conference 

committees). 
 

Terry provided statistics on the use of the CAMPUT website; the statistics indicate 
that the website is being well used.  He noted that the members-only website has 
information which could be of value to boards (contact information for all board 
members and senior staff, training course information, etc), but that the members-
only website has only 40 registered users. 
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He asked members for their support in providing information which should be 
communicated to all member boards, and for their input on how to improve the 
public and members’ websites. 
 
In discussion, Graham Lock suggested that boards should add Terry to their 
distribution lists for communications, so that Terry can be kept informed on 
important matters across the various boards.  Bob Betts suggested that member 
boards should consider putting a link to the CAMPUT website on their own 
websites. Bob Betts also suggested that each Board develop a designated 
CAMPUT responder for each Board that could be an alternate to the Chair in view 
of the heavy workloads of the Chairs. 
 
Several members expressed satisfaction with the work of the Executive Director.  
The Committee chairs thanked Terry for his support of their committees and 
initiatives. Jean-Paul thanked Terry for his work. 
 

 
Item 6   Membership:  new members, Associate Members, Honourary Members, etc. 

 
Gerry Forrest was proposed as an Honourary Member.  Moved by Arden Berg; 
seconded by David Nicholson.  Motion carried. 

   
Arden Berg also reported that, in the past year, awards to posthumously recognize 
the contributions of Charles McManus of the Nova Scotia Utility and Review 
Board and Frank Mink of the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board had been 
prepared and presented to their respective families. 

 
 

Item 7  Standing Committee Reports  
 

7.1 Education Committee 
 

Bob Betts presented his report as Chair of the Education Committee, which had 
been circulated in advance of the meeting.  Bob noted that there is now no course 
fee for normal situations (per policy document) as part of the improvement of 
services to CAMPUT members. He noted that a survey of educational needs had 
been conducted by the Education Committee, and that the top 6 topics identified 
were: 

• Cost allocation and rate design 
• Performance-based regulation 
• Rate base/rate of return regulation 
• Trends in utility restructuring and financing 
• Basics of gas and electricity industry/markets 
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• New competitive markets 
 
Bob suggested that a similar survey should be done every two years.  
 
Bob noted that, in response to the survey, the Education Committee had organized 
two training sessions (Administrative Law and Decision-Writing, and Basic Rate 
Design) on the Sunday prior to the commencement of the Halifax conference.  
Participation was up by 300% over the previous year in Banff. 
 
Bob noted that the plans for 2004/2005 include: 

• at least two training sessions during the year – one at the Québec 
conference and one at the 2005 AGM; 

• finalization of a curriculum which would lead to development of a 
CAMPUT regulatory certificate; 

• investigation and evaluation of partnering with a Canadian university in 
the provision of utility training; and 

• development of a CAMPUT educational calendar which would be 
published a year in advance. 

 
Bob thanked the organizers of the Halifax conference for their support of the 
courses held in May. 
 
In discussion, David Nicholson noted that the 2 training sessions in Halifax were 
excellent. He expressed that view that conducting training at the time of the AGM 
would be more effective for basic training for new commissioners than conducting 
training at the time of the Annual Conference.  David explained that, at the 
conference, new commissioners get information overload after 2 days of training, 
and an intense 3 day conference.  David also said that member boards need to be 
advised of training programs 4 months in advance so they can plan travel and 
attendance. Finally, David thought that testimonials/critiques from CAMPUT 
members who have attended a course should be put on the members’ website, so 
that others can benefit from their experience and views. 
 
Graham Lock noted that he had attended a University of Illinois (U of I) course on 
electricity transmission, and would highly recommend the course.  Graham 
indicated that U of I wants to go further afield and may be interested in partnering 
with CAMPUT.  He also noted that U of I offered a 50% discount to regulators.  
Bob Betts indicated that he also knew about other U of I courses.  
 
Richard Carrier pointed out that the Régie is organizing a course on PBR. – one 
day with Dr. Mark Lawrie on general concepts, and one day for discussion 
between regulators and Dr. Lawrie.  Other regulators would be welcome at the 
course, and some kind of cost sharing with CAMPUT might be possible.  This 
could be coordinated by the Education Committee. 
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Gerry Barron suggested that there is currently a “lost opportunity” at the annual 
conference and that a debriefing session (or sessions), for members only, could be 
held at the conference following the presentations to discuss members’ 
assessments of what had been presented. 
 
Jean-Paul noted that he is a member of the Federal Heads of Tribunals committee, 
and that he will ask Terry to get a list of courses which are offered to members of 
that committee. 
 
Bob thanked Terry for his support.  He encouraged others to become members of 
the Education Committee.  Ken Sollows agreed to be a member.   
 
Jean-Paul thanked Bob for his leadership of the Education Committee. 
 

7.2  Regulatory Affairs Committee 
 

Richard Carrier presented a report outlining the membership, mandate and 
structure of the Regulatory Affairs Committee.  Richard emphasized that one of 
the objects of CAMPUT is to improve regulation in Canada.  
 
The Regulatory Affairs Committee created two subcommittees this year – the 
Senior Staff Subcommittee and the Board Counsel Forum (reported separately 
below).   
 
One of the main tasks of the Regulatory Affairs Committee is the organization of 
the “Regulatory Affairs Day” at the AGM.  The 2004 Regulatory Affairs Day, 
which took place on Sunday, August 22, had been noted by many members as a 
complete success (“best ever” in the opinion of many).   
 
Richard noted that, in keeping with the goal of CAMPUT to provide more services 
to member boards, the organization of Regional Key Topic meetings was one of 
the new services to be implemented.  Richard indicated that the proposed CICA 
accounting rule change was a possible topic for a regional key topic meeting, and 
that other issues have also been identified, for example electricity transmission 
rate design, jurisdictional issues, electricity supply, electricity reliability, and 
income trust regulation. 
 
 7.2.1 Senior Staff Subcommittee 
 
Richard Carrier reported on the Senior Staff Subcommittee.  The Subcommittee 
had held several conference calls over the year, has provided input to the 
Regulatory Affairs Day program and possible topics for regional key topic 
meetings and stakeholder meetings, and a ranking of the top 5 issues nationally.  
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In discussion, John McCarthy suggested adding cost of capital to list of important 
topics. 

 
David Nicholson suggested that, since the financial position of CAMPUT is very 
favourable, CAMPUT should use some of the funds, which have been built up 
through the participation of member boards, to pay airfare for any 2 participants to 
attend CAMPUT training sessions. John Hill indicated that Northern Boards have 
very tight budgets, and this would be helpful.  Ray Mercer agreed.  Jean-Paul 
noted that the Executive Committee has already started to move in the direction of 
providing incentives for members to attend CAMPUT meetings, because at this 
AGM the second member from any board received a half price registration and the 
third member a free registration. As for the specific suggestion of David 
Nicholson, Jean-Paul indicated that this would be considered by the Executive 
Committee at its meeting that afternoon.   

 
7.2.2 Legal Counsel Forum 
 
Doug Larder reported on the legal counsel forum.  This is a conference call forum, 
open not only to counsel but to any member who wish to participate.  The main 
topics are legal in nature, and the goal is to keep member boards informed on 
decisions and practices in the regulatory community, and to discuss experiences 
and views.   
 
The conference calls are held approximately once per quarter, and are chaired by 
Giuseppa Bentivegna of the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board.  Three conference 
calls were held in the past year, covering: 

• the role of staff in supporting a sitting panel; 
• intervenor funding; and 
• cost of capital (EUB generic cost of capital decision, and a Federal 

Court of Appeal decision upholding an NEB decision). 
 
Gordon Kaiser thought the legal forum topics were very interesting and suggested 
that the distribution list be expanded. 

 
7.2.3 Working Group on Benchmarking 
 
Ken Sollows presented a motion supporting the formation of a working group on 
various approaches to benchmarking and uniform code of accounts, with the goal 
of the production of a discussion paper by the end of 2004.  The motion was 
seconded by John Hill.  Motion was approved. Jean-Paul indicated that this would 
be discussed by the Executive Committee later that afternoon. 
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Item 8  Conference and Meeting Reports 
 

8.1  2004 Annual Conference, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
  

Kulvinder Dhillon circulated a highlights report on the highly successful Halifax 
conference, outlining the reasons for the success of the conference and issues for 
future hosts to consider.  The conference is projecting approximately $120,000 in 
net income.  Kulvinder informed members that a copy of the full report is 
available from the Nova Scotia UARB. 
 
Jean-Paul thanked the UARB on behalf of CAMPUT for a very successful 
conference. 
 

8.2  Second World Forum, Rome, Italy 
 

Jean-Paul Théorêt reported that CAMPUT had been a promoter of the Second 
World Forum, held in Rome in October 2003 (previously covered in the Chair’s 
report). 

 
8.3 2005 Annual Conference, Québec, Québec 
 

Anthony Frayne reported on plans for the conference, May 1 – 4, 2005.  A 
conference committee has been active for several months, having held 4 
conference calls 1 face-to-face meeting.  A conference program advisory 
committee has also been formed, comprising industry executives and regulators.   
 
Tony noted that the first complete draft program was circulated to members of the 
conference committee at their face-to-face meeting in Iqaluit on Friday, August 
20.   
 
Tony indicated that the conference committee will be looking for a large number 
of very high level speakers, and that the committee has received comments from a 
number of people that the speakers should be chosen so as to encourage a high 
level of debate.  Jean-Paul thanked Tony and commended him for having 
representatives of the industry as part of the advisory committee. 

 
8.4  2005 Annual General Meeting, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
 

Boris Kishchuk reported that the Delta Bessborough Hotel has been booked for 
the 2005 AGM, which will be held September 11- 14, 2005.  Boris indicated that 
the Saskatchewan AGM committee wishes to meet with Terry this fall to move the 
plans along. 

 
8.5 2006 Annual Conference, Ontario 
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Bob Betts reported that the conference will be in Ottawa at the Westin Hotel, May 
14 – 17, 2006.  Bob noted that this coincides with the Mothers’ Day weekend, but 
it was not possible to avoid it. 

 
 8.6 2006-2009 Meeting and Conference Locations 
 

Jean-Paul noted that a schedule has been confirmed to 2009, and that a tentative 
schedule to 2016 has been established.  In light of the expense and geographical 
challenges, a northern board had been put into the rotation for AGMs only once 
every 8 years, which means that a given northern board would host the AGM only 
once every 24 years.  Several northern boards felt that the northern boards should 
be put into the rotation on the same basis as other boards.  Several delegates also 
felt that there should be more of a separation of east-west meetings in given years 
(in some years, both the AGM and Annual Conference are planned for the same 
region) in order to smooth out the costs and to avoid spikes in expenses.  Jean-
Paul indicated that the Executive Committee would consider the comments in 
reviewing the meeting schedule. 

 
 
Item 9  Secretary-Treasurer’s Report  
 

9.1  Presentation of the Association’s Financial Statements 
 

The financial statements for the fiscal year October 1, 2003 – September 30, 2003, 
and for the fiscal year October 1, 2003 – April 30, 2004 (the fiscal year end was 
changed to April 30 in April of 2004 so that audited statements could be provided 
at the AGM), as reviewed by the accounting firm Grant Thornton, had been 
circulated in advance of the meeting.   
 
Jean-Paul noted that, as of April 2004 the CAMPUT equity was about $607,000, 
but with the results of the Halifax conference in May, minus expenses incurred 
since May, the current equity position of CAMPUT is now about $80,000 more 
than shown on the statements.  Motion to accept the financial statements moved 
by David Nicholson, and seconded by Ray Mercer.  Motion carried. 

 
9.2 Presentation of the 3-year Budget 
 

Jean Paul presented, for information of the membership, the 3-year budget which 
had been approved by the Executive Committee.  He noted the addition of 
$15,000 per year for administrative help for the Executive Director, to enable the 
ED to undertake more work related to the provision of services for members and 
executive support to the Executive Committee.  
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Item 10 Other Business 
 

John Hill expressed the view that this had been one of the better AGMs which he 
has attended, which he felt was due to the fact that most people could not fly home 
that day or had a later afternoon flight, and therefore people were not in a rush to 
finish the meeting.   
 
John suggested that consideration be given to scheduling future meetings so that 
more time would be available for the meeting, and people would not be in a rush 
to finish the meeting in order to catch a noon or early afternoon flight. 

 
 
Item 11  Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers for 2004/2005 
 

Jean-Paul Théorêt reported for John Morash and the Nominating Committee.  The 
Nominating Committee Report had been circulated in advance of the meeting. 
 
Jean-Paul Théorêt was proposed by the Nominating Committee to continue as 
Chair of the Executive Committee.  No nominations were received from the floor. 
Jean-Paul was acclaimed Chair. 
 
Arden Berg was proposed by the Nominating Committee to continue as Vice-
Chair of the Executive Committee.  No nominations were received from the floor. 
 Arden was acclaimed Vice-Chair. 
 
Lori-Ann Boychuk was proposed by the Nominating Committee to become 
Secretary/Treasurer of the Executive Committee.  No nominations were received 
from the floor.  Lori-Ann was acclaimed Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
Gordon Kaiser was proposed by the Nominating Committee to become Chair of 
the Education Committee.  No nominations were received from the floor. Gordon 
was acclaimed Education Committee Chair. 
 
Richard Carrier was proposed by the Nominating Committee to continue as Chair 
of the Regulatory Affairs Committee.  No nominations were received from the 
floor. Richard was acclaimed Regulatory Affairs Committee Chair. 

 
 

Item 12  Incoming Chair’s Remarks 
 

Jean-Paul Théorêt thanked CAMPUT members for the confidence they have once 
again placed in him, and stressed that it is a responsibility which he takes very 
seriously and will work diligently to fulfil. 
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Item 14 Adjournment 
 

Ray Mercer thanked everyone for coming to Iqaluit.  Jean-Paul thanked Ray and 
his staff for hosting an excellent AGM, and for the amount of work they had put 
into making this AGM a very successful one. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:37 p.m. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
_____________________________  ______________________________  
Jean-Paul Théorêt, Chair, CAMPUT  Darlene Whalen, Secretary-  
      Treasurer, CAMPUT 
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