
CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF MEMBERS OF PUBLIC UTILITY TRIBUNALS 
 

ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE DES MEMBRES  
DES TRIBUNAUX D’UTILITÉ PUBLIQUE 

 
Minutes of the 30th Annual General Meeting 

Fairmont Algonquin Hotel, St. Andrews, New Brunswick 
September 13, 2006  

Meeting opened 9:00 a.m.; adjourned 11:55 a.m. 
 

Item 1  Call to Order/Confirmation of Quorum/Approval of the Agenda  
 
Arden Berg called the meeting to order.  He welcomed all delegates to the AGM. 
 
Quorum confirmed – 14 out of the 14 Voting Members were in attendance.  As 
per the CAMPUT Constitution, each member board has one vote.  The vote was 
exercised by the Chair of the member board or a designated representative as 
follows: 
British Columbia  Lori Ann Zaozirny, Commissioner  
Alberta   Ian Douglas, Board Member 
Saskatchewan   Boris Kishchuk, Chair 
Manitoba   Graham Lane, Chair 
Ontario   Gordon Kaiser, Vice Chair 
Québec   Jean-Paul Théorêt, Président 
New Brunswick  Donne Smith, Acting Chair 
Prince Edward Island  Maurice Rodgerson, Chair 
Nova Scotia   Peter Gurnham, Chair 
Newfoundland   Darlene Whalen, Vice Chair 
Northwest Territories  John Hill, Chair 
Yukon    Wendy Shanks, Vice Chair 
Nunavut   Raymond Mercer, Chair 
National Energy Board Kathleen Beall, General Counsel 
 
Members of the 2005/2006 CAMPUT Executive Committee (outgoing) in 
attendance: 
Arden Berg, Chair 
Lori Ann Zaozirny, Secretary-Treasurer 
Peter Gurnham, Chair, Regulatory Affairs 
Gordon Kaiser, Chair, Education Committee 
Jean-Paul Théorêt, Past Chair 
 
MOTION:  to approve the agenda without amendment.  Moved by John Hill; 
seconded by Peter Gurnham.  Motion carried 
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Item 2   Approval of Minutes of the 29th Annual General Meeting, September 14, 2005 
 

Minutes of the 2005 AGM were tabled for approval.  Motion to approve the 
Minutes without amendment:  moved by John Hill; seconded by Peter Gurhnam.  
Motion carried. 

 
 

Item 3   Business Arising From the 2005 AGM Minutes 
 

Arden noted that, as a follow up to the 2005 AGM, the names and contact details 
for Honourary Members have been posted on the internal CAMPUT website. 

 
 
Item 4   Chair’s Report 
 

Arden Berg reported on what has been accomplished within CAMPUT and by 
CAMPUT over the course of the past year.  He noted that the following services 
have been provided over the past year: 
 

• The first-ever CAMPUT insurance course, February 2006 
• A Regulatory Key Topics Meeting, March 2006 
• A successful DSM contract and report 
• The second Energy Regulation Course, July 2006 
• The legal forum 
• Continuation of the travel subsidy 
• Public and internal websites, and 
• Information exchanges and Executive Director’s e-mail alerts 

 
Other accomplishments noted by Arden: 
 

• The first-ever CAMPUT awards program 
• A strategic planning initiative by the Executive Committee 
• Completion of the trademark registrations for CAMPUT names 
• The 2006 conference in Ottawa, with the highest-ever registration 
• CAMPUT’s partnership in the 3rd World Forum on Energy Regulation;  
• Dialogue with industry associations on possible future joint activities and 
• The purchase of liability insurance 

 
For the future, Arden indicated that he would want to continue the strategic 
planning initiative, encourage more staff involvement in CAMPUT, expand 
education services, and explore partnerships with U.S. counterparts. 
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Item 5  Executive Director’s Report 
 

Terry Rochefort reported on his work over the past year.  Terry noted that his work 
had included the administration and organization of several of the initiatives 
already mentioned by Arden, including the insurance course, the Regulatory Key 
Topics meeting, the DSM report and the trademark registration.  In addition, Terry 
noted that he had done the registration and financial administration for the Energy 
Regulation course.  Terry also noted that he had been the chair of the program 
committee for the Ottawa conference.  Finally, Terry noted that he had provided 
support to the Executive Committee, including the organization of meetings, 
preparation of minutes, drafting letters and other materials, and had taken care of 
the financial administration of CAMPUT (books, cheques, arranging for audit, 
etc.). 
 
Terry reported on the use of the CAMPUT website, which continues to increase.  
He also reported on the use of the CAMPUT travel subsidy – in 2005/2006 
member boards claimed $20,200 of the $31,000 available.  Eight boards made full 
use of the subsidy, three made partial use, and three made no claims on the 
subsidy. 
 
Arden expressed his appreciation to Terry for his dedicated work over the year; the 
appreciation was echoed by AGM attendees. 
 

 
Item 6   Membership:  new members, Associate Members, Honourary Members, etc. 

 
a. New members proposal:  There had been an application for CAMPUT 

membership by the Bureau d’audience publiques sur l’environnement (BAPE).  
 
Jean-Paul indicated that some of the CAMPUT Chairs had asked that the 
proposal for new members be deferred until the Chairs could discuss such 
matters.  Therefore, Jean-Paul informed the meeting that there will be a 
meeting of CAMPUT Chairs, to be called and presided over by Neil McCrank, 
likely in the third week of January 2007 in either Toronto or Montréal.   
 
Arden noted that, in addition to the application by BAPE, CAMPUT received 
an application from the Alberta Market Surveillance Administrator, and 
interest has been shown by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission.   
 
Darlene Whalen noted that there is also interest in membership by some of the 
insurance regulators. 

 
Arden noted that, at its May 2006 meeting, the Executive Committee had 
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proposed to open membership to entities whose business is energy, who are a 
regulator or an independent entity (but not necessarily a quasi-judicial 
tribunal), and who regulate or make recommendations on energy matters, 
provided that the entity is not regulated by any CAMPUT member for any part 
of the entities’ operations. 
 
In light of the fact that there will be a Chairs’ meeting in January, Arden 
invited feedback and views in advance of the Chairs’ meeting. 
 

 
b.  Honourary Members:  Jean-Paul indicated that it is traditional to appoint as 

honourary members people who have worked hard for CAMPUT and who are 
no longer with their board.  He invited nominations from the floor, and the 
following nominations were made: 

 
Bob Betts – nominated by Gordon Kaiser 
David Nicholson – nominated by John Hill 

 
These nominations for honourary membership received unanimous approval 
from the member boards. 

 
 
Item 7  Proposed Amendments to CAMPUT Constitution and By-Laws 
 

Lori Zaozirny presented proposed amendments to the By-Laws as follows: 
 
1. Amendments to Articles I (1) and III (1) to clarify that the Past Chair presides 
over the Nominating Committee.  There was some discussion as to whether “Past 
Chair” should be “immediate Past Chair”.  The Executive Committee was given 
the latitude to change “Past Chair” to “immediate Past Chair” if this change is 
consistent with the rest of the Constitution. 
 
MOTION:  to accept this By-Law change:  Moved by Darlene Whalen; seconded 
by Peter Gurnham; motion carried. 
 
2.  An amendment to Article I of the By-Laws, to add a clause (Clause I(4)) which 
would provide for the purchase of insurance to protect Executive Committee 
members, officers or members of CAMPUT working on or involved in CAMPUT 
activities and an associated indemnity by CAMPUT.  Lori reported that CAMPUT 
has purchased a Non-Profit Organization Executive Protection Policy ("D&O") for 
$1,000,000. with an annual premium of $1,625. and, more recently, a General 
Liability Insurance Policy for $5,000,000. with an annual premium of 
$1,350.   Lori noted that the D&O Policy covers "all persons who were, now are or 
shall be directors, trustees, officers, employees, volunteers or staff members of the 
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CAMPUT organization".  She noted that neither policy is intended to cover 
member tribunals 
 
Ian Douglas raised a question about CAMPUT’s ability to assess its members if, 
in the future, its financial base is eroded.  It was noted that CAMPUT would be 
able to raise member fees, but that there is a limit to which CAMPUT could do 
this.  It was also noted that CAMPUT is not incorporated, so there is no limit of 
liability.   
 
Darlene Whalen raised the question of whether the Executive Director is covered 
by the liability insurance, to which Lori responded in the affirmative. 
 
Ian stated that he could support the addition of Clause I(4) in order to effect the 
insurance.   
 
The Executive Committee agreed to investigate and report back to members by the 
next AGM on the question of whether the addition of Clause I(4) results in any 
liability to member boards if the insurance is exhausted and/or CAMPUT 
resources are exhausted.   
 
To complete the discussion, the following motion was made: 
 
MOTION:  to ratify the proposed amendment and require the Executive 
Committee to report back as described above.  Moved by John Hill; seconded by 
Darlene Whalen; motion carried. 

 
 

Item 8  Committee Reports  
 

8.1 Education Committee 
 

Gordon Kaiser gave a report on behalf of the Education Committee.   
 
Gordon had prepared a written report on the Energy Regulation Course at Queen’s 
University, held in July.  Gordon noted that the Queen’s course had the 
participation of only 33 people.  A commitment had been made for 70 people, and 
as a result there was a penalty of over $9,500 paid to Queen’s. 
 
Gordon indicated that CAMPUT may need to do one or more of the following: 

- increase the subsidy from CAMPUT; 
- impose a tuition fee (currently participants pay only for 
accommodations/meals); 
- open the course to people from outside CAMPUT. 
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John Hill indicated that he would be prepared to pay a tuition fee in order to keep 
the course going.  Another option suggested holding the course only every 3 years. 
Gordon felt that not holding the course every year would eventually cause it to die. 
 Jean-Paul noted that July is vacation period; Gordon responded that the course 
had to be held in the summer, because otherwise the University would not be 
available.  Wendy said that perhaps there should be a mandate from each of the 
boards to send X people each year.  She also suggested alternating each year with 
a regular and advanced course.  
 
Maurice Rodgerson suggested that the Education Committee be asked to bring a 
recommendation to the membership on how to proceed with the course, and this 
was agreed upon.  Arden suggested that this issue might be a possible agenda item 
for the Chairs’ meeting in order to report back to the membership prior to the next 
AGM. 
 
Gordon indicated that he was willing to continue to serve on the Education 
Committee as a member; Bob Heggie will also continue, and member boards will 
be asked to provide additional members.  
 
Arden thanked Gordon and the Education Committee for their work and noted the 
recognition provided by the Award on Monday night. 
 

8.2  Regulatory Affairs Committee 
 

Peter Gurnham had prepared a written report on the work of the Regulatory 
Affairs Committee, noting that the main work had been the organization of a 
regulatory key topics meeting in March, and the regulatory affairs component of 
the AGM.   
 
Peter noted that there will be a regulatory key topics meeting organized sometime 
late this calendar year or early next year, perhaps dovetailed with the Chairs’ 
meeting announced by Jean-Paul.  Peter invited any boards who are not 
represented on the Regulatory Affairs Committee to nominate members for the 
committee.   
 
Arden thanked Peter and the Regulatory Affairs Committee for their work, both on 
the regulatory key topics meeting and on the AGM.   

 
8.3  Legal Counsel Forum 
   

Doug Larder presented a report on the Legal Counsel Forum, which provides for 
conference calls among board counsel and other people interested in legal matters.  
 
Doug noted that interest in the counsel forum appears to be waning.  Only one 
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conference call was held in the past year, the subject being the ATCO stores block 
decision.  Doug recommended that the conference calls only be held when 
something important comes up.   
 
Doug proposed a “law day”, where people interested in regulatory legal matters 
meet physically to discuss issues.  Arden wondered whether boards which use 
outside counsel would be able to send their counsel to such a meeting.  John Hill 
indicated that he would encourage his board’s outside counsel to participate in 
such a meeting, and would pay the outside counsel’s hourly fee if necessary.  Jean-
Paul suggested that the law day be held during annual conference.  Gordon 
suggested that lawyers from regulated companies might also be invited (and 
charged a fee). 
 
Arden thanked Doug for leading the Legal Counsel Forum. 

 
8.4  DSM (Demand Side Management) Committee 
 

Peter Gurnham had provided a written report on the work of the DSM Committee, 
in which he reported on the successful completion of the Committee’s work.  
During the AGM, Peter noted that the DSM Committee work has been completed 
and should be disbanded. Peter noted that CAMPUT has made a contribution 
because of the report.  Members supported the disbanding of the DSM Committee, 
since its work has been completed. 
 
Arden thanked Peter for his work and that of the DSM Committee. 

 
8.5  Communications Committee 
 

Tom Neufeld had prepared a written report.   He reported that the 
Communications Committee has been active, with its main work being the 
development of a welcome kit for new CAMPUT members, and recent work on 
the awards program.  Arden noted that the new member kits will be sent to the 
new NEB members and new FERC members.  Arden encouraged boards to let 
Terry know about new members so that the package can be sent to them.   
 
Arden thanked Tom and the Communications Committee for their work. 

 
8.6  Awards Committee 
 

Lori Zaozirny had prepared a written report.  Lori reported that the Awards 
Committee had been very active in establishing the first CAMPUT awards 
program.  The first awards had been presented the previous evening.  The awards 
categories and recipients were: 
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• Innovation in Public Utility Regulation and Process:  the winner was Bill 
Grant of the BCUC for his work on negotiated settlements, performance-
based regulation and generic return on equity; 

• Leadership in the Education and Development of Tribunal 
Commissioners/Members and Staff:  the winners were Gordon Kaiser of 
the Ontario Energy Board and Bob Heggie of the Alberta Energy and 
Utilities Board, for their work on development of the CAMPUT Energy 
Regulation Course at Queen’s University. 

 
Lori noted that the next awards will be presented at the 2007 Annual Conference 
in Kelowna, and encouraged all boards to consider who they would like to 
nominate for awards. 
 
Arden thanked Lori and the Awards Committee for their work in this inaugural 
effort.  The previous evening’s awards ceremony was made even more special by 
the bagpipe music of Barry Shears, and the Boards at the AGM expressed their 
appreciation to Barry. 
 

 
Item 9  Conference and Meeting Reports 
 

9.1  2006 Annual Conference, Ottawa, Ontario 
  

Gordon Kaiser had prepared a written report on the Ottawa conference.  He 
reported that the conference had the highest ever attendance -- 142 members and 
188 non-members.  Every province was represented, but Ontario, Québec and 
Alberta attendees had the largest numbers of attendees.  The Community Fund 
attendees were also up.  Most speakers got good marks.  More speakers are needed 
from the smaller provinces.  Gordon reported that the media coverage was poor.  
Simultaneous interpretation was used by only 3 attendees, and was therefore not 
cost-justified.  The partner program was well received.       
 
Gordon noted that the program committee takes a lot of effort, but that the effort is 
very worthwhile.  It is important, Gordon noted, to get good speakers, since the 
most popular panels were the ones with the best speakers.  Peter Gurnham noted 
that the overall most popular panel had not speeches (just question and answer). 
 
Gordon reported that the profit to CAMPUT was just over $109,000. 
 
Arden thanked Gordon and the OEB for hosting and organizing the event and to 
Terry for chairing the Program Committee. 
 

9.2  2007 Annual Conference, Kelowna, British Columbia 
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Terry reported that the conference will take place April 29 – May 2, 2007 at the 
Grand Okanagan Resort in Kelowna, B.C.  The theme of the conference is “New 
Frontiers in Energy Regulation, Supply and Markets”.  The Conference Chair is 
Len Kelsey, of the BCUC, and the Program Committee, chaired by Terry, has the 
program well in hand, with 21 out of 32 speakers confirmed.  The first mail-out is 
expected to be sent out by the end of October. 

 
9.3 2007 Annual General Meeting, Newfoundland 
 

Darlene Whalen reported that the next AGM will be held September 9 – 12, 2007, 
at the Fairmont Newfoundland Hotel in St. John’s, Newfoundland.  Darlene 
encouraged everyone to come to St. John’s for the 2007 AGM. 

 
9.4  2008 Annual Conference, Banff, Alberta 
 

Arden Berg reported that the 2008 Annual Conference will be jointly hosted by 
the NEB and the Alberta EUB, and will be held at the Banff Springs Hotel in 
Banff, Alberta, from April 27 – 30, 2008.  Arden noted that the previous hotel 
location in Banff (the Rimrock) was no longer large enough for the CAMPUT 
conference, and that the Banff Springs is an excellent hotel, with great facilities 
and a capacity of 770 rooms.  Arden encouraged everyone to do their forward 
calendar planning in order to be able to participate in the 2008 conference. 

 
9.5 Third World Forum on Energy Regulation, Washington, D.C, October, 2006 
 

Jean-Paul Théorêt noted that CAMPUT is a promoter of the Third World Forum, 
to be held in Washington, DC, October 8-11, 2006.  Jean-Paul is a member of the 
executive committee of the Forum, Pierre Méthé of the Régie is a member of the 
communications committee, and Terry Rochefort is a member of the program 
committee.  Jean-Paul noted that neither he, nor Pierre, nor Terry have been asked 
for input to the conference by the conference organizers.  He expressed 
disappointment at this and indicated that he has already brought this up with the 
President of NARUC, which is the principal host organization.  
 

 9.6 2008-2011 Meeting and Conference Locations 
 

Future AGM meeting and conference locations were discussed.  The current list 
had locations confirmed until 2010.  British Columbia and Nova Scotia were 
asked to confirm that they will host the Annual Conference and AGM respectively 
in 2011, and both of these were confirmed. The updated list of locations, with 
confirmations through 2011, is provided in Attachment 1. 
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Item 10 Secretary-Treasurer’s Report  
 

10.1 Presentation of the Association’s Financial Statements 
 

The financial statements and budget had been circulated in advance of the 
meeting.  Lori Ann Zaozirny presented the CAMPUT audited financial statements 
(audited by an independent auditor, Roy Francoeur, C.A.) for the fiscal year May 
1, 2005 – April 30, 2006. 
 
The financial statements were accepted. 

 
 
10.2 Presentation of the 3-year Budget 
 

Lori presented the 3-year budget, noting that the budget had been prepared in 
February (for the new fiscal year starting in May).   
 
There was some discussion about the budget projections, which show a projected 
loss of around $150,000 in each of the next three fiscal years.  Arden noted that 
the intention of CAMPUT is to provide increasing services to members, and that 
in fact the budgets of CAMPUT have been projecting losses for the past 4 years, 
but the losses have never materialized.  With this year’s profit on the annual 
conference of $109,000, compared with the budgeted figure of $150,000, it is 
possible that CAMPUT might have an actual loss this year, but this does not mean 
that the organization is in financial difficulty.  In fact, its not-for-profit status is 
less likely to be threatened if it shows a loss once in a while. 
 
It was agreed that the new Secretary-Treasurer would be asked to review the 
CAMPUT budget and projections. 
 
10.3 Appointment of Auditor 

 
Lori proposed to appoint Roy Francoeur, C.A., as the CAMPUT auditor for the 
current fiscal year: May 1, 2006 – April 30, 2007.  The consensus was that by 
appointing the same auditor for the next audit, there would be a beneficial 
continuity and comparison of CAMPUT accounting.   
 
MOTION:  that Roy Francoeur, C.A., be appointed as auditor for the current fiscal 
year; moved by Lori Zaozirny; seconded by Ray Mercer; motion carried. 
 
 

Item 11 Other Business 
 

On the previous evening, September 12, Arden had presented a motion 
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congratulating David C. Nicholson, recently retired Chairman of the New 
Brunswick Board of Commissioners of Public Utilities, on his lengthy and 
distinguished record of public service, extending its best wishes to him, and 
wishing him success and happiness in all of his future endeavours.  The motion 
had been moved by John Hill and seconded by Ray Mercer and was unanimously 
and enthusiastically carried. 

 
During the AGM meeting, Arden noted that Gordon Kaiser will be leaving the 
Executive Committee, and presented a plaque to Gordon, on behalf of the 
Executive Committee, in appreciation for his work on the Executive Committee 
and his contributions in moving CAMPUT forward.   
 
Peter asked that an expression of thanks go to Chairman Joseph Kelliher of the 
FERC, for sending two people to speak at the AGM.  Everyone agreed that this 
would be very appropriate. 

 
 
Item 12  Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers for 2004/2005 

 
Jean-Paul Théorêt reported on behalf of the Nominating Committee.  The 
Nominating Committee Report had been circulated in advance of the meeting. 
 
Arden Berg was proposed by the Nominating Committee to continue as Chair of 
the Executive Committee. No other nominations were received. Arden was 
acclaimed Chair.  
 
Gaétan Caron was proposed by the Nominating Committee to continue as Vice-
Chair of the Executive Committee. No other nominations were received. Gaétan 
was acclaimed Vice-Chair.   
 
Cynthia Chaplin was proposed by the Nominating Committee to become 
Secretary/Treasurer of the Executive Committee. No other nominations were 
received.  Cynthia was acclaimed Secretary/Treasurer.  
 
Lori Ann Zaozirny was proposed by the Nominating Committee to become Chair 
of the Education Committee.  No other nominations were received. Lori was 
acclaimed Education Committee Chair.  
 
Peter Gurnham was proposed by the Nominating Committee to continue as Chair 
of the Regulatory Affairs Committee. No other nominations were received. Peter 
was acclaimed Regulatory Affairs Committee Chair. 
 
Jean-Paul congratulated all members of the new Executive Committee. 
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Item 13 Incoming Chair’s Remarks 

 
Arden thanked CAMPUT members for the confidence they have once again 
placed in him, and pledged to continue to work to the betterment of CAMPUT.    
 
 

Item 14 Adjournment 
 

Arden thanked Donne Smith and his staff for hosting an excellent AGM, and for 
the amount of work they had put into making this AGM a very successful one. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 
 
MOTION:  moved to adjourn; moved by John Hill; seconded by Ray Mercer; 
motion carried.  
 
Approved: 
 
 
_____________________________  ______________________________  
Arden Berg, Chair, CAMPUT  Cynthia Chaplin, Secretary-  
      Treasurer, CAMPUT 
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Attachment 1 (to CAMPUT AGM Minutes 2006) 
 
 

CAMPUT Event Hosting Schedule 
(as of September 2006) 

 
Year Annual General Meetings: 

 
Bolded indicates 

acceptance by host board 

Annual Conferences: 
 

Bolded indicates 
Acceptance by host board 

2006 New Brunswick Ontario 
2007 Newfoundland British Columbia 
2008 Prince Edward Island Alberta/NEB 
2009 Manitoba New Brunswick 
2010 Yukon Québec 
2011 Nova Scotia British Columbia 
2012 Saskatchewan Ontario 
2013 Newfoundland Alberta/NEB 
2014 Manitoba Nova Scotia 
2015 Northwest Territories Québec 
2016 Prince Edward Island British Columbia 
2017 New Brunswick Ontario 

   
 
• An attempt has been made here to balance east and west, and in particular to not 

have both the Annual Conference and the AGM in both the east or the west in a 
single year. 

• Annual Conference Rotation: Boards that host the Annual Conference normally 
are on a 5-year cycle. These Boards (other than NS and NB, for the reason shown 
below) have not been entered into the rotation for AGMs. NS and NB have split 
the responsibility for a 5-year rotation in hosting the Annual Conference, resulting 
in a ten-year rotation for each.   

• AGM Normal Rotation: Boards that host AGMs instead of Annual Conferences 
are normally on a 5 or 6-year rotation.  NS and NB have also split the 
responsibility for a 5 or 6-year AGM rotation as they do for the Annual 
Conference, resulting in approximately a 10-12 year rotation for each.    
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