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Minutes of the 33rd Annual General Meeting  
Inn at the Forks, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

 
September 23, 2009 

Meeting opened 8:30 a.m.; adjourned 10:30 a.m. 
 

Item 1  Call to Order/Confirmation of Quorum/Approval of the Agenda  
 
Peter Gurnham called the meeting to order.  He welcomed all delegates to the 
AGM. 
 
Quorum confirmed – 11 out of the 14 voting member boards were in attendance.  
As per the CAMPUT Constitution, each member board has one vote.  The vote 
was exercised by the Chair of the member board or a designated representative as 
follows: 
 
Alberta Utilities Commission   Carolyn Dahl Rees, Vice Chair 
Manitoba Public Utilities Board  Graham Lane, Chair 
Ontario Energy Board    Cynthia Chaplin, Board Member 
Québec Régie de l’énergie   Lise Duquette, Régisseure 
New Brunswick Energy & Utilities Board Raymond Gorman, Chair 
Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board Peter Gurnham, Chair 
Newfoundland  Public Utilities Board  Doreen Dray, Analyst 

  Northwest Territories Public Utilities Bd Joe Acorn, Chair; later, John Hill,  
        Vice-Chair 

Yukon Utilities Board    Wendy Shanks, Chair 
Nunavut Utility Rates Review Council Raymond Mercer, Chair 
National Energy Board   Georgette Habib, Board Member 
 
Members of the 2008/2009 CAMPUT Executive Committee (outgoing) in 
attendance: 
Peter Gurnham, Chair 
Cynthia Chaplin, Vice Chair 
Lise Duquette, Chair, Education Committee 
 
The Agenda was accepted.   
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Item 2   Approval of Minutes of the 32nd  Annual General Meeting, September 10, 2008 

 
Minutes of the 2008 AGM were tabled for approval.   
 
MOTION:  to approve the Minutes without amendment:  moved by Raymond 
Gorman; seconded by John Hill.  Motion approved. 

 
Item 3   Business Arising From the 2008 AGM Minutes 
 
  None 
 
Item 4   Chair’s Report 
 

Peter Gurnham noted some of the accomplishments of the past year, the most 
noteworthy of which were: 
 

• development of the strategic plan and business plan; 
• the carbon dialogue; 
• development of the Energy Resources Committee; 
• a highly successful conference in Saint John; 
• the continued success of the energy regulatory course; 
• launching a research project on benchmarking; 
• increased cooperation with NARUC; and 
• other international work such as IFRS and WFER. 

 
Peter indicated that the future focus will be on more work on strategic planning 
and more international focus. 
 
In closing, Peter thanked the Manitoba Public Utilities Board for organizing and 
hosting a highly successful AGM. 

 
Item 5  Executive Director’s Report 
 

Terry Rochefort explained his focus over the past year, which primarily entailed 
more involvement in strategic work.  He cited the following examples: 

• work, advice and implementation of the strategic plan; 
• various strategic “think pieces” for the Executive Committee; and 
• coupling the business plan to the strategic plan. 

 
Terry continued by noting his role in support of the Executive Committee and the 
standing and special committees. 
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Peter noted his appreciation of Terry’s support and work. 

 
Item 6   Membership:  new members, Associate Members, Honourary Members, etc. 
 

Honourary Members:   
 
Peter Gurnham noted that the policy on honourary members requires nominations 
to be circulated 30 days in advance of the AGM, and for a secret ballot to be held 
at the AGM.  Only one nomination was received – for John Morash, who will 
retire from the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board, effective October 23.  In his 
letter nominating John Morash, Peter had suggested that Mr. Morash be approved 
as an honourary member effective October 23. 
 
A secret ballot was held, and John Morash was unanimously approved as an 
honourary member, effective October 23, 2009. 
 
Associate Members: 
 
Peter updated members on the strategic plan.  The Policy Committee had asked 
the Executive Committee to report on whether strategic plan should be updated.  
The Executive Committee has decided to examine the issue whether associate 
members should be admitted as full members.  This will entail looking at the 
strategic plan more carefully, and will fundamentally focus on what CAMPUT is 
officially (in the strategic plan and Constitution), what is has effectively become, 
and what it should be.  One of the issues is whether the existing Canadian 
associate boards should become full member boards.  As well, Peter noted that the 
work on the strategic plan will focus on a more effective set of measures.  This 
work will be done in consultation with all member boards and associate boards, 
and will be done in a tight time frame.  
 
Chairs indicated that they would personally cooperate in the effort. 

 
Item 7  Committee Reports  
 

7.1 Education Committee 
 

Lise Duquette gave a report on behalf of the Education Committee.  She noted that 
the Energy Regulation Course had once again been successful, with 58 students.  
For the first time, it had been opened to non-members, 5 of whom attended.  Lise 
remarked that participants were very satisfied with the course, but that they felt 
that there had been too many off-site events – only 42 out of a possible 67 came to 
the final Thursday evening event at the Kingston Yacht Club.  The financials for 
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the 2009 course were not known at the time of the AGM.  Lise thanked Gordon 
Kaiser and Bob Heggie for their work on the course. 

 
CAMPUT held IFRS courses in Montréal and Calgary in April and May.  These 
were successful.  However, while the courses were budgeted to break even, there 
was an overall $5,000 loss because of lower-than-expected attendance in Calgary. 
 
Four Dial-in Dialogue sessions were held, with an average of 18 participants.  The 
Dial-in Dialogue sessions continue to be a success. 
 
In closing, Lise thanked Terry for his support over the year. 

 
7.2  Regulatory Affairs Committee 

 
Murray Doehler reported for Maurice Rodgerson.  Murray reported that a 
Regulatory Key Topics meeting was held in February, and that the Committee had 
prepared the regulatory topics part of the AGM which had just been held.  A 
research project on benchmarking is under way, under the auspices of the 
Regulatory Affairs Committee, but a separate working group has been established 
to oversee the project.  The working group is chaired by Maurice Rodgerson, and 
the report is expected by the end of the calendar year. 

 
7.3  Communications Committee 
   

Cynthia Chaplin tabled a report on behalf of Suzanne Cowan, Chair of the 
Communications Committee.  The Communications Committee supported the 
NBEUB in the 2009 conference, and contributed to the marketing of the Energy 
Regulation Course and the awards program.  As well, a working CAMPUT media 
list of outlets across the country has been assembled. 

 
7.4  Awards Committee 
 

Cynthia Chaplin tabled a report on behalf of Darlene Whalen, Chair of the Awards 
Committee.  The two awards in previous years were combined into one award this 
year.  Recommendations were: 

• the current single award should be continued; 
• CAMPUT should clarify that an award may not necessarily be made in any 

given year if there are no nominations by the deadline or if nominations are 
of a quality that a recommendation of an award cannot be made; 

• CAMPUT should consider making an award only every other year; 
• The practice of inviting a person from the most recent award-winning 

tribunal/project to sit on the next awards committee should be continued; 
however, if there are multiple persons/tribunals involved in a winning 
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nomination, only one person should be invited to sit on the awards 
committee; 

• there should be no more than one person from any tribunal participating on 
the awards committee at any given time. 

 
It was agreed that the recommendations will be considered by the Executive 
Committee before the next awards committee is established. 

 
Item 8  Conference and Meeting Reports 
 

8.1 2009 Annual Conference, Saint John, New Brunswick 
 

Co-chairs of the conference, Ray Gorman and Cyril Johnston, reported a highly-
successful conference, with an attendance of more than 380 people (450 including 
partners’ program and gala tickets), and a profit of about $158,000.  They had 
tabled a complete report on the conference, with several recommendations.  Key 
among the recommendations are: 

• get an early start; 
• the Community Fund is important, in order to provide diverse points of 

view; there is, however, some perceptions that the public interest groups 
dominated question periods; and 

• if an event coordinator is hired in the future, a separate bank account 
should be operated by CAMPUT, with all bills being approved by the host 
board and conference chair, and all cheques signed by the Executive 
Director and a CAMPUT Executive Committee member.   Although there 
were no financial difficulties this year, the recommended practice would 
provide CAMPUT with better control of conference finances. 

 
 Cyril noted perception that public interest groups dominating 

  
8.2 2010 Annual General Meeting, Yukon 
 

Wendy Shanks noted that Whitehorse is being considered for the location of the 
2010 AGM, during the last two weeks of August.  Yukon is looking at possibly 
hosting the AGM in Dawson City.  A decision will be made in the near future, and 
preparations for the 2010 AGM will begin. 
 

8.3 2010 Annual Conference, Montréal, Québec 
 

Lise Duquette reported that the 2010 Annual Conference will be held May 2 -5, 
2010, at the Sheraton Centre in Montréal.  The program is being developed, and 
will provide more variety in sessions than has recently been the case.  The 
following types of sessions will be offered:  plenary sessions, interactive sessions, 
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debates, technical sessions, and concurrent sessions.  A preliminary program will 
be available in late September or early October.   

 
 

8.4  2009 World Forum on Energy Regulation IV, Athens 
 

Terry Rochefort noted that the Fourth World Forum on Energy Regulation 
(WFER) will be held October 18 – 21 in Athens, Greece.  This is a forum which is 
held every three years, and CAMPUT is a promoter of the conference.  Four key 
themes will be explored. 
 
Canadian speakers will be: 

• Peter Gurnham, Past Chair, CAMPUT 
• Gaétan Caron, Chair, National Energy Board 
• Paul Vlahos, Board Member, Ontario Energy Board 
• John Merrick, Consumer Advocate, Nova Scotia 
• Strater Crowfoot, Chief Executive, Indian Oil and Gas Commission 

 
8.5 Future Conferences and AGMs 
 

A schedule of future conferences and AGMs was tabled and discussed.  If Québec 
City is chosen as the host of the next WFER, in 2012, the CAMPUT Annual 
Conference will not be held that year.   The decision on the hosting of the 2012 
WFER will be known in October, 2009.  On the assumption that the 2012 Annual 
Conference will be combined with the WFER, the 2013 locations for the AGM 
and Conference were confirmed as being Ontario for the conference and the 
Northwest Territories for the AGM. 

 
Item 9  Secretary-Treasurer’s Report  
 

9.1 Presentation of the Association’s Financial Statements 
 

The financial statements and budget had been circulated in advance of the 
meeting. Cynthia Chaplin presented the CAMPUT audited financial statements 
(audited by an independent auditor, Roy Francoeur, C.A.) for the fiscal year  
April 1, 2008 – March 31, 2009.   
 
The financial statements were proposed for acceptance.   
 
MOTION:  to accept the 2008/2009 financial statements:  moved by Cynthia 
Chaplin; seconded by Wendy Shanks.  Motion approved. 
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 9.2 Presentation of the CAMPUT Budget 

 
Cynthia presented the CAMPUT budget for the information of members, noting 
that the budget had been prepared in February (for the new fiscal year starting in 
April), and that in light of the higher than expected profitability of the Saint John 
conference, the budget has been amended to reflect the higher profit. 
 
Wendy Shanks, who will be hosting the 2010 AGM in Yukon, raised a question 
about the $5,000 subsidy planned for the AGM.  Wendy wondered whether this 
would be adequate for an AGM in Yukon.  Terry assured Wendy that the $5,000 
planned subsidy for the AGM is a standard budgeting item, and that, if the AGM 
actually incurs a loss of more than the budgeted amount, the practice of the 
CAMPUT Executive Committee has been to keep the host board whole. 
 

9.3 Appointment of Auditor 
 

Cynthia proposed to appoint Roy Francoeur, C.A., as the CAMPUT auditor for the 
current fiscal year: April 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010.  The consensus was that by 
appointing the same auditor for the next audit, there would be a beneficial 
continuity and comparison of CAMPUT accounting.   
 

 MOTION:  that Roy Francoeur, C.A., be appointed as auditor for the current fiscal 
year.  Moved by Cynthia Chaplin; seconded by Ray Mercer.  Motion approved. 

 
Item 10 Other Business  
 
  None 
 
Item 11  Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers for 2008/2009 

 
Peter Gurnham reported on behalf of Gaétan Caron, Chair of the Nominating 
Committee.  As required by the CAMPUT Constitution, the Nominating 
Committee Report had been circulated to all boards at least 30 days in advance of 
the meeting. 
 
Cynthia Chaplin was proposed as Chair of the Executive Committee. No other 
nominations were received. Cynthia was acclaimed Chair.  
 
Maurice Rodgerson was proposed as Vice-Chair of the Executive Committee. No 
other nominations were received. Maurice was acclaimed Vice-Chair.   
 
Raymond Gorman was proposed as Secretary/Treasurer of the Executive  
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Committee. No other nominations were received.  Raymond was acclaimed 
Secretary/Treasurer.  
 
Lise Duquette was proposed as Chair of the Regulatory Affairs Committee. No 
other nominations were received. Lise was acclaimed Regulatory Affairs 
Committee Chair. 
 
Roland George was proposed as Chair of the Education Committee.  No other 
nominations were received. Roland was acclaimed Education Committee Chair.  
 
Peter congratulated all members of the new Executive Committee. 

 
Item 12 Incoming Chair’s Remarks 
 

Cynthia thanked the members for giving her the honour of serving CAMPUT as its 
Chair for the next year, and pledged to work to make CAMPUT a valued 
organization for all of its members. 
 
Cynthia thanked Peter Gurnham for his leadership and noted CAMPUT’s 
significant accomplishments during his tenure as Chair. 
 
Finally, she thanked Graham Lane and the Board Members and staff of the 
Manitoba Public Utilities Board for a wonderful AGM. 
 

Item 13 Adjournment 
 

 MOTION TO ADJOURN:  Moved by Wendy Shanks; seconded by Lise 
Duquette.  Motion approved. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Approved 

 
 
 

_____________________________  ______________________________  
Cynthia Chaplin, Chair, CAMPUT  Raymond Gorman, Secretary-  
      Treasurer, CAMPUT 
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