
        
CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF MEMBERS OF PUBLIC UTILITY TRIBUNALS 

 
ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE DES MEMBRES  

DES TRIBUNAUX D’UTILITÉ PUBLIQUE 
 

Minutes of the 34th Annual General Meeting  
High Country Inn, Whitehorse, Yukon 

 
August 25, 2010 

Meeting opened 8:30 a.m.; adjourned 11:30 a.m. 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Item 1  Call to Order/Confirmation of Quorum/Approval of the Agenda  
 

Cynthia Chaplin called the meeting to order. She welcomed all delegates to the AGM. 
 
Quorum confirmed – 14 out of the 14 voting member boards were in attendance.  As per the 
CAMPUT Constitution, each member board was entitled to one vote on any issue.  The vote was 
exercised by the Chair of the member board or a designated representative as follows: 

 
Alberta Utilities Commission   Willie Grieve, Chair 
British Columbia Utilities Commission Len Kelsey, Chair 
Island Regulatory and Appeals Commission Maurice Rodgerson, Chair 
Manitoba Public Utilities Board  Graham Lane, Chair 
National Energy Board    Roland George, Board Member 
New Brunswick Energy & Utilities Board Raymond Gorman, Chair 
Newfoundland Public Utilities Board  Doreen Dray, Analyst 
Northwest Territories Public Utilities Bd Sandra Jaque, Board Member 
Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board  Peter Gurnham, Chair 
Nunavut Utility Rates Review Council  Raymond Mercer, Chair 
Ontario Energy Board    Cynthia Chaplin, Vice Chair 
Québec Régie de l’énergie   Lise Duquette, Régisseur 
Saskatchewan Rate Review Panel  Kathy Weber, Chair 
Yukon Utilities Board    Bruce McLennan, Chair 

 
Members of the 2009/20010 CAMPUT Executive Committee (outgoing) in attendance: 

 
Cynthia Chaplin, Chair 
Maurice Rodgerson, Vice Chair 
Raymond Gorman, Secretary-Treasurer 
Lise Duquette, Chair, Regulatory Affairs Committee 
Roland George, Chair, Education Committee 
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Peter Gurnham, Past Chair 
 

The Agenda was accepted.   
 
 
Item 2   Approval of Minutes of the 33rd  Annual General Meeting, September 23, 2009 
 
Minutes of the 2009 AGM were tabled for approval.   
 
MOTION:  to approve the Minutes without amendment:  moved by Cynthia Chaplin, seconded 
by Len Kelsey.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Item 3   Business Arising From the 2009 AGM Minutes 
 
None 
 
 
Item 4   Chair’s Report 
 
Cynthia Chaplin noted some of the accomplishments of the past year; she touched on 3 areas: 

 
• Consultation on strategic direction – a focused consultation of all members and 

associate members on CAMPUT’s strategic direction and the implications for 
membership and activities.  To be discussed under Item 6 of the agenda; 

• Benchmarking report – CAMPUT commissioned a report from First Quartile 
Consulting and Elenchus Research Associates, which was completed in the spring. 
The report was the subject of a technical session at the Montreal conference.  It was 
also the subject of one of the sessions during the conference portion of the AGM.  
The Benchmarking Working Group is currently considering next steps, and the 
feedback they received at this session will assist them in that work.  

• External engagement – CAMPUT has been increasing its international role, with 
more involvement in NARUC activities, and more recently in the International 
Confederation of Energy Regulators (ICER). 

 
 
Item 5  Executive Director’s Report 
 
Terry Rochefort provided more detail on some of the work completed in the past year: 

 
• In October, CAMPUT participated in the fourth World Forum on Energy Regulation, 

in Athens.  The work on ICER, which Cynthia had mentioned resulted from the 
creation of ICER at the World Forum; 
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• A successful Regulatory Key Topics meeting was held in January/February.  
• The Education Committee was active, with Dial-In Dialogue meetings and the annual 

course at Queen’s University. A contract has already been signed with Queen’s 
University for the 2011 Energy Regulation Course; 

• CAMPUT is a member of a group which has organized a number of dialogue 
meetings on carbon pricing and the implications of a lower carbon world, and this 
group held another successful meeting in February of this year.  

 
Cynthia noted her appreciation of Terry’s support and work. 
 
Ray Gorman noted that more involvement in NARUC activities should be made. This suggestion 
received general agreement.   Roland George noted that CAMPUT’s involvement in ICER has 
increased contact with NARUC. 
 
 
Item 6   CAMPUT Strategic Direction 
 
Cynthia Chaplin noted that CAMPUT undertook consultation with all member boards and 
associate boards; the conclusions were presented and endorsed at a Chairs meeting in May.  As a 
result, the following changes are proposed to be made to the CAMPUT Constitution and By-
Laws: 
 

1. CAMPUT’s purpose is proposed to focus on energy regulation, including utility and 
upstream; 

2. There is to be a continued emphasis on education, and CAMPUT is to continue to inform 
policy; 

3. Full membership is to be open to adjudicatory boards which deal with energy utilities and 
upstream matters; 

4. Associate membership to continue for other non-adjudicatory boards and international 
boards; 

5. The name “CAMPUT” is to be retained because of its brand value; however, the long 
name is to be dropped, and CAMPUT is to be known as “Canada’s Energy Regulators”. 
 

Cynthia noted that three kinds of constitutional amendments are being proposed: 
 

1. Changes resulting from the consultation and change in direction; 
2. Changes to bring the Constitution up to date with current practices, including the role of 

the Executive Director, and the role of the standing committees; and 
3. Improvements on clarity of wording, grammar, etc. 

 
Willie Grieve indicated that in his view CAMPUT should continue to be a utility regulators’ 
association.  In his view, associate members, who may not be utility regulators, can use 
CAMPUT to set up and operate their own committees, as the Energy Resources Committee has 
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done.  He noted that several of the CAMPUT members regulate water, and in future there may be 
a subset or committee of CAMPUT comprised of water regulators.  Rather than fear associate 
members setting up their own associations, he said he would view it as a success if other groups 
such as upstream regulators gained enough support and strength to form their own associations.   
Finally, he said that he does not see himself as an energy regulator, but rather as a utility 
regulator.  He therefore proposed that, in all places where “public utility” has been struck from 
the Constitution, “utility” be put back in.  Instead of “Canada’s Energy Regulators”, CAMPUT 
would be called “Canada’s Energy and Utility Regulators”.    
 
Most members supported this suggestion, and no members expressed opposition. 
 
Raymond Mercer questioned the nomination process for positions on the Executive Committee.  
Article V of the Constitution indicates that no person shall hold a single position on the 
Executive Committee for more than two years.  Article III of the By-Laws indicates that the Chair 
of the Nominating Committee shall issue a general call for recommendations for each of the 
elected positions at least 90 days before the AGM.  Raymond Mercer raised two issues: 
 

1. There was a general call for nominations (not recommendations);  having made a 
nomination he was then advised that the position was not really open because the 
incumbent had another year to serve; and 

2. The draft Constitution seems to have changed “shall issue a general call for nominations” 
to “shall issue a general call for recommendations”. 

 
Cynthia Chaplin noted that the nominating committee had felt there should be a more open 
process for nominations, and indeed there was a general call for nominations, but the committee 
then realized that the nominating committee should have the flexibility to put together a proposed 
roster for the entire Executive Committee, and attempt to work it out in everyone’s benefit, which 
is why “recommendations” is now the wording in the draft Constitution. 
 
Raymond Mercer agreed that the process had been carried out in good faith, but felt that it had 
created an expectation that all positions were open for nominations, when in fact they were not. 
 
It was agreed that the Constitution and By-Laws would be reworded to provide that the 
nominating committee will canvass existing members to determine if any are interested in serving 
another term in a given position, and convey that information to the membership when inviting 
recommendations for people to serve on the Executive Committee.  Everyone agreed that the 
Constitution does not provide a guarantee of a two-year term in a given position; it just sets a 
maximum of two years for any given position. 
 
There was a discussion as to whether the possibility of nominations from the floor should be 
continued, and it was agreed that it should be. 
 
Cynthia Chaplin made a motion as follows:  
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Motion: There is support in principle for the proposed Constitutional changes, except that 
“Canada’s Energy Regulators” becomes “Canada’s Energy and Utility Regulators” (and there will 
be consequential amendments to the Constitution that this implies), and that there will be a 
change to the By-Law clause on the nominating committee, to provide that the nominating 
committee will canvass existing Executive Committee members to determine their interest in 
serving another term, and communicate this when seeking recommendations.  Moved by Cynthia 
Chaplin; seconded by Raymond Gorman.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Item 7   Proposed New Honorary Members 
 
The following retiring members had been nominated for honorary membership: 
 

• John Hill 
• Gordon Kaiser 
• Paul Vlahos 

 
A secret ballot was held, and all three were unanimously elected as honorary members. 
 
It was agreed that letters would be written to the three new honorary members, and that suitable 
recognition would be given to their accomplishments within CAMPUT. 
 
 
Item 8  Committee Reports  
 
8.1 Education Committee 
 

Roland George reported that the annual Energy Regulation Course at Queen’s University 
had been held in late June/early July, and that it was the best-attended ever, with 60 
students.  The financial results were not known, but were expected to be well within budget 
and not require the entire $25,000 subsidy authorized by the CAMPUT Executive 
Committee.  Roland thanked Gordon Kaiser and Bob Heggie for their ongoing successful 
design and leadership of the course.   

 
Roland reported that six Dial-In Dialogue sessions had been held in 2009/2010, with an 
average participation of about 20 people.  The goal next year is to increase slightly the 
number of sessions. 

 
The Committee is actively pursuing the introduction of an e-learning program following 
feedback from members. The concept is to make available to members 24/7 online courses 
with content provided from members. The Committee is still considering the introduction 
of 2-day intensive courses on specific topics. 
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In closing, Roland thanked Terry Rochefort for his support over the year. 

 
8.2  Regulatory Affairs Committee 

 
Lise Duquette reported that a Regulatory Key Topics Meeting was held January 31 and 
February 1 and 2 in Montréal, featuring a Sunday evening dinner and 5 topics during the 
Monday and Tuesday sessions.  Approximately 40 people attended. 
 
The Regulatory Affairs Committee was also responsible for the day and a half program at 
the AGM. 
 
Finally, the Benchmarking Working Group, which falls under the auspices of Regulatory 
Affairs, completed its work, with the finalization of the benchmarking report in April and a 
technical session at the Annual Conference in May.  A second working group has been 
established to conduct follow up work. 
 
In closing, Lise thanked the entire committee and Moe and Terry for their support. 

 
8.3  Awards Committee 

 
Roland George reported on behalf of the Awards Committee.  For 2010, nominations were 
invited in only one category – Award for Innovation and Leadership.  Four nominations 
were received.  The 2010 award recipient was the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board 
and Paul Allen for the Integrated Electronic Case Management, Document Management 
and Electronic Hearing Project.  The award had been presented at the 2010 CAMPUT 
Annual CAMPUT Conference in Montreal, Québec in May 2010.   
 
On behalf of Darlene Whalen, the Chair of the Awards Committee, Roland George thanked 
all members of the Committee and Terry Rochefort for their support over the year. 

 
8.4 Energy Resources Committee 

 
Terry Rochefort presented the report on behalf of the Energy Resources Committee.  The 
Committee provides and forum for regulators who focus primarily on upstream oil and gas 
activities to meet and discuss issues of mutual concern.  The Energy Resources Committee 
is unique in that about half its members are from provincial or territorial government 
departments, and therefore not members of CAMPUT.  This inclusiveness is considered 
vital to the effectiveness of the Committee, since in several jurisdictions it is the 
government departments which have responsibility for upstream matters. 
 
Two face-to-face meetings are held per year, and teleconference meetings are sometimes 
also held.  Workshops have been held at the 2009 AGM in Winnipeg (on long-term future 
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supply of oil and natural gas) and at the 2010 AGM in Whitehorse (on shale gas).  The 
focus going forward will be on the areas of aging infrastructure, public engagement, 
Aboriginal engagement, regulation of unconventional resources and risk management. 
 
The Committee plans to hold its next meeting in Toronto on October 21.  Dan MacFadyen 
will be stepping down as Chair and will be replaced by Georgette Habib of the NEB. 

 
 
Item 9  Conference and Meeting Reports 
 
9.1 Annual Conference, Montréal 

 
Lise Duquette reported that the Annual Conference had been successful, with 407 
participants and 68 partners.  The profit of approximately $200,000 was the second highest 
in the history of the conference. 

 
9.2 World Energy Congress, Montréal 

 
The World Energy Congress (WEC) will take place in Montréal from September 12 -16.  
Approximately 5,000 people from around the world will attend.  CAMPUT is sponsoring 
two attendees, one from the OEB and one from the NEB; as well, the Chair and Executive 
Director will attend.  There will be a CAMPUT-sponsored breakfast for regulators on 
September 16.  During the WEC, steering meetings of ICER and IERN will take place, as 
well as the steering committee for the World Forum on Energy Regulation V, which is 
planned for Québec City in 2012. 

 
9.3 2011 Annual General Meeting, Halifax 

 
Peter Gurnham provided information on the 2011 Annual General Meeting, which is 
planned for September 25 – 28, at the Delta Halifax.  He invited all to attend. 

 
9.4 2010 Regulator-Industry Dialogue, Vancouver 

 
Peter Gurnham provided information on the next Regulator-Industry Dialogue, which 
continues the discussion of implications of a lower carbon world.  The next dialogue is 
planned for Vancouver, October 6 and 7. 

 
9.5 2011 Annual Conference, Vancouver 

 
Len Kelsey invited all to attend the 2011 CAMPUT Annual Conference in Vancouver, May 
15 – 18.  The program is well advanced, and the first flyer is expected to be released in a 
little over a month. 
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9.6 2012 World Forum, Québec 
 

Lise Duquette reminded participants about the Fifth World Forum on Energy Regulation, 
which will take place in Québec City in May, 2012.  The CAMPUT Annual Conference 
will not be held that year.  CAMPUT is represented on the executive committee, the 
international steering committee and the program committee. 

 
9.7 Future Conferences and AGMs 

 
The list of future conferences and AGMs was approved with one revision – the Alberta 
Utilities Commission will host the Annual Conference in 2015 rather than in 2014.  A 
revised schedule of future conferences and AGMs will be produced, to reflect this.  
Additional changes may be made to keep the east-west rotation of conferences and AGMs. 

 
 
Item 10 Secretary-Treasurer’s Report  
 
10.1 Presentation of the Association’s Financial Statements 

 
The financial statements and budget had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  
Raymond Gorman presented the CAMPUT audited financial statements (audited by an 
independent auditor, Roy Francoeur, C.A.) for the fiscal year April 1, 2009 – March 31, 
2010.   
 
MOTION:  to accept the 2009/2010 financial statements:  moved by Raymond Gorman; 
seconded by Len Kelsey.  Motion carried. 
 
Graham Lane questioned why a non-profit organization is carrying such a large balance.  
Cynthia Chaplin noted that $300,000 is carried for normal operating expenses; beyond that, 
a special projects fund exists, to be used for projects such as the benchmarking project.  
Maurice Rodgerson indicated that suggestions for research projects are welcome.  Two 
suggestions arose from the discussion – an endowment for the Energy Regulation Course, 
and contacting academics who may need funds to conduct relevant research.   

 
10.2 Presentation of the CAMPUT Budget 

 
The 2010/2011 budget was presented for information.  It was agreed to change the 
terminology “Net Revenue” to “Excess of Revenue Over Expenses”.  

 
10.3 Appointment of Auditor 

 
Ray proposed to appoint Roy Francoeur, C.A., as the CAMPUT auditor for the current 
fiscal year: April 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010.  The consensus was that by appointing the 
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same auditor for the next audit, there would be a beneficial continuity and comparison of 
CAMPUT accounting.   
 
MOTION:  that Roy Francoeur, C.A., be appointed as auditor for the current fiscal year.  
Moved by Raymond Gorman; seconded by Cynthia Chaplin.  Motion carried. 

 
 
Item 11 Other Business  
 
The Canadian Accounting Standards Board AcSB had issued an exposure draft on International 
Financial Reporting Standards, proposing that qualifying rate-regulated entities be permitted to 
continue to use Canadian standards for an additional two years.  A letter from CAMPUT to the 
AcSB supporting this recommendation was approved. 
 
In her closing remarks, Cynthia Chaplin thanked Bruce McLennan, Bob Laking and Shay Smart 
of the Yukon Utilities Board for hosting a successful and well-organized AGM.  Cynthia also 
expressed her thanks to Terry Rochefort for his help and support over the year. 
 
 
Item 12  Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers for 2010/2011 

 
Peter Gurnham reported on the results of the Nominating Committee. 
 
Maurice Rodgerson was proposed as Chair of the Executive Committee. No other nominations 
were received. Maurice was acclaimed Chair.  
 
Lise Duquette was proposed as Vice-Chair of the Executive Committee. No other nominations 
were received. Lise was acclaimed Vice-Chair.   
 
Carolyn Dahl Rees was proposed as Secretary/Treasurer of the Executive Committee.  No other 
nominations were received.  Carolyn was acclaimed Secretary-Treasurer. 
 
Roland George was proposed as Chair of the Education Committee. No other nominations were 
received.  Roland was acclaimed Chair of the Education Committee.  
 
Raymond Gorman was proposed as Chair of the Regulatory Affairs Committee. No other 
nominations were received. Raymond was acclaimed Regulatory Affairs Committee Chair. 
 
Cynthia congratulated all members of the new Executive Committee. 
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Item 13 Incoming Chair’s Remarks 
 
Maurice Rodgerson thanked Peter Gurnham, who is now leaving the Executive Committee, for 
his work as Chair of CAMPUT, and his contribution to the Carbon Dialogue, Nominating 
Committee, teaching at the Energy Regulation course, participating in all CAMPUT functions 
and enabling UARB participation in CAMPUT.  He thanked Cynthia Chaplin for her leadership 
of CAMPUT and her commitment and leadership in the strategic review, as well as for her 
leadership in the special project on benchmarking.  He noted that Cynthia left him will a well 
organized model on which to lead the Community Fund.   
 
On a personal note, Maurice recalled that he had been appointed in 2000 to work on the land side 
of the IRAC mandate, but by 2004 energy had become an important component.  He indicated 
that CAMPUT had been very helpful to him in moving his focus to energy, and that he 
appreciated the openness of CAMPUT and the sharing of information.   
 
He said that, as the new Chair of CAMPUT he wanted to ensure that the networking and sharing 
of information continues.  He invited anyone with suggestions as to how this can be continued 
and improved to offer their suggestions. 
 
 
Item 14 Adjournment 
 

 MOTION TO ADJOURN:  Moved Peter Gurnham; seconded by Willie Grieve.  Motion 
carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
Approved 
 
 
            _____________________________  ______________________________  

Maurice Rodgerson, Chair, CAMPUT       Carolyn Dahl Rees, Secretary-  
                 Treasurer, CAMPUT 
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