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Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
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Save a few barrels, no production of oil 
or gas in Québec (yet) 

2030 Petroleum 

consumption 
target:  

-40% 
L’État de l’énergie au Québec,  Chaire de gestion du secteur de l’énergie de HEC Montréal   

Origin of Natural gas: 100% Western Canada (APGQ) 

Origin of Petroleum 

http://www.apgq-qoga.com/benefices/les-retombees-economiques/


Previous legal framework for oil & gas 
production 

 Mining Act 

 Claims were sold 

 Wells were drilled 

 A specific law for oil & gas was needed 



Inhabited Quebec 
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Unconventional extraction techniques 
  

 

Extracting 
Quebec’s oil & gas 
almost always 
requires the use of 
unconventional 
techniques 

"Wells stimulation", including fracking, necessary – Even 
when first announced as "conventional", as in Gaspé 
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Outcome 1: De facto moratorium in the 
St-Lawrence Valley (until now) 

The claims remain 

 

Ministère de l’Énergie et des Ressources naturelles du Québec 

http://sigpeg.mrn.gouv.qc.ca/gpg/hydrocarbures/hydrocarbures.htm


Outcome 2: Projects under way in less 
populated areas 

Gaspé area, Lower St –Lawrence, Anticosti 

 

Ministère de l’Énergie et des Ressources naturelles du Québec 

http://sigpeg.mrn.gouv.qc.ca/gpg/hydrocarbures/hydrocarbures.htm


Outcome 2: Projects under way in less 
populated areas 

Less populated but… less valuable? 

 

Let’s have a quick look! 



Outcome 2: Projects underway in less 
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Tourisme Gaspésie 

 

https://www.tourisme-gaspesie.com/visiter/matapedia/8652917.html
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Outcome 2: Projects underway in less 
populated areas 

Photo Nature Aventure, Matapédia, QC 
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Outcome 2: Projects underway in less 
populated areas 

 



Outcome 3:  A legal framework custom- 
made for the industry 

 May 2014: Québec government Action Plan on Oil & Gas 

 June 2014: Capital Mines Hydrocarbures 

 1,25 G $ public funds for non renewables 

 July 2014: Regulation respecting water withdrawals and 
water protection 

 December 2016, Bill -106  –  Law on hydrocarbons 

 Passed but not in force 

 Regulations to come 



Result: Industry control… 

 On water   

 Over municipal jurisdiction: distance between drilling 
wells and drinking water sources, extraction of water, 
zoning, land-use planning 

 On the territory 

 

The outcome of a systematic 
process 

 

 





The industry heard the signal 
 As an example… 

 December: Questerre’s shares soar 

 February 8: Questerre’s  review of resources in the 
St-Lawrence Valley 

 February 17: completes private placement on 
international markets 

 Pilot projects are planned 

 Include  fracking, horizontal drilling  2.4 km 

 Commercial production in 2019 

 

 



Pilot projet = foot in the door 
 

 

 





Science and facts 

based 



Climate & Economic Coherence 
 
 To prevent global warming higher than 2 degrees, 

worldwide, we must cut petroleum usage by half and 
increase renewable energies share from 15 % to 65 % 
by 2050.  To this end, annual growth of renewable 
energies must increase 7 X. This will create 6 million 
jobs.  

Radio-Canada, summarizing an International Energy Agency Report, March 21, 2017 

 

 How could getting into oil & gas production at this 
time make economic sense for our society? 

http://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1023373/energies-renouvelables-comment-les-faire-passer-a-65-du-total
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Risk of contamination of drinking water: 
known facts at this time 

EPA’s Final Report on Impacts from Hydraulic 
Fracturing Activities on Drinking Water 

“EPA identified cases of impacts on drinking water at 
each stage in the hydraulic fracturing water cycle. 
Impacts cited in the report generally occurred near 
hydraulically fractured oil and gas production wells and 
ranged in severity, from temporary changes in water 
quality, to contamination that made private drinking 
water wells unusable.” December 13, 2016 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-releases-final-report-impacts-hydraulic-fracturing-activities-drinking-water
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Risk of contamination of drinking 
water: the time factor 

Image: Marc Durand, Ph D, Applied Geology & Geotechnical Engineering 



Property value  
Not the best type of signage for property sellers! 



Earthquaque risks 
Not paradise for those who stay either 
 



Boomtown effect 
 
 Undermining of existing economic base 

 Boom-Depression cycle 

 Heavy industry atmosphere with noise, dust, light, 
truck trafic 

 Degradation of landscape 

 Social fracture 

 Community tasked to  pick up the mess after the 
companies are gone 

 



Way of life 
 ”Unconventional hydrocarbons are a completely different matter. On 
account of the nature of the resource, extraction has to occur across a 
wide area, and drilling and fracturing activities roll across the countryside 
like an army on the march. In order to sustain high levels of production, 
hundreds or thousands of wells have to be drilled each year in a single 
basin. The industry continues to take steps to minimise the 
environmental risks that have been well documented in the USA and 
elsewhere. Nevertheless, the distinguishing feature of unconventional 
hydrocarbon production is the physical disturbance to the landscape and 
society, despite the technological advances that are allowing more wells to 
be drilled from a single location. “ 

Philip Andrews-Speed, Senior Principal Research Fellow,  

Energy Studies Institute, Singapore 
 

Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources of Quebec Expert Panel, June 29 2015 
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Our way of life 
 



"Their" way of life (for us) 
 

MRC de Lotbinière 



A twistable concept in the era of “alternative facts” 



Since 2010 
  2 public consultations (BAPE) on shale gas 

 2 public consultations on Quebec’s energy future 

 Consultation on the Environmental Assessments of the 
Fossil Fuel industry development 

 Parliamentary commission on the the Law on 
hydrocarbons  

 Public consultations (BAPE) on Energy East 

 Parliamentary commission on the revised Law regarding 
the Quality of the Environment 

 No participation on the consultation on social license: 
citizen groups were not allowed in! 

 Consultations on the reform of Federal environmental 
assessments and on the reform of the NEB 

















Survey, October 2016 
 For or against a Law allowing Fracking & Wells Stimulation 

For: 29% 

Don’t know/  

Don’t answer: 

 4% 

Against:  

67% 

SOM Research 

https://www.rvhq.ca/communique-projet-de-loi-106-les-23-des-quebecois-ne-veulent-pas-dexploitation-des-hydrocarbures-au-quebec/
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Survey, October 2016 
 For or against public funding of private companies to 
conduct research and production of oil & gas 

For: 31% 

Don’t know/  

Don’t answer: 

 2% 

Against:  

67% 

SOM Research 

https://www.rvhq.ca/communique-projet-de-loi-106-les-23-des-quebecois-ne-veulent-pas-dexploitation-des-hydrocarbures-au-quebec/
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Survey, October 2016 
 For or against a Law giving claim owners access & 
expropriation rights 

For: 10% 

Don’t know/  

Don’t answer: 

 2% 

Against:  

88% 

SOM Research 

https://www.rvhq.ca/communique-projet-de-loi-106-les-23-des-quebecois-ne-veulent-pas-dexploitation-des-hydrocarbures-au-quebec/
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Bottom line 

 No social license for fracking nor oil & gas 
development in general 

 A legal framework that encourages it anyway 

 Public funds and subsidies that encourage it anyway 

 

What is a citizen to do? 
 



RESIST! 



Launched April 23, 2017 
 



HOW? 

 Renewed mobilization efforts to add new grassroot 
committees to the 130 existing ones 

 Resistance training and organizing 

 Global communication campaign against any new oil & 
gas project 

 Western Canada & US Oil Transit: Energy East, 
tankers, trains (Chaleur Terminals) 

 Extraction of fossil fuels in Quebec 

 New GNL plants 

 





Merci. 


