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CAMPUT:  CANADA’S ENERGY AND UTILITY REGULATORS 
 

44th Annual General Meeting 
1:00 pm, Tuesday, 22 September 2020 

VIDEO CONFERENCE 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
1. Call to Order and Confirmation of Quorum/Approval of Agenda 
 
François Beaulieu, CAMPUT Chair, chaired the meeting. François called the meeting to order. He 
welcomed all delegates to the 44th Annual General Meeting of CAMPUT. 
 
Quorum was confirmed, with 14 of 15 voting member boards in attendance. As per the CAMPUT 
Constitution, each member board is entitled to one vote on any issue. The vote was exercised by the 
Chair of the member board or a designated representative as follows: 
 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC)    Anne Michaud, Chair 
Alberta Market Surveillance Administrator (MSA)  Derek Olmstead, Administrator 
British Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC)   David Morton, Chair 
Canada Energy Regulator (CER)     Damien Côté, Lead Commissioner 
Island Regulatory and Appeals Commission (IRAC)  Scott MacKenzie, Chair 
Manitoba Public Utilities Board (PUB)    Robert Gabor, Chair 
New Brunswick Energy and Utilities Board (NBEUB)  François Beaulieu, Acting Chair 
Newfoundland & Labrador Public Utilities Board   Darlene Whalen, Chair 
Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board (NSUARB)   Peter Gurnham, Chair 
Nunavut Utility Rate Review Council (URRC)   Tony Rose, Chair 
Ontario Energy Board (OEB)     Christine Long, Registrar 
Régie de l’énergie du Québec (Régie)    Jocelin Dumas, Président 
Saskatchewan Rate Review Panel (SRRP)   Albert Johnston, Chair 
Yukon Utilities Board (YUB)     Bonnie King, Acting Chair 
 
Regrets: Gordon Van Tighem, Chair of the Northwest Territories Public Utilities Board (NWTPUB)  
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The following members of the 2019/2020 CAMPUT Executive Committee (outgoing) were in attendance: 
 
François Beaulieu, Chair 
Christine Long, Vice Chair 
Jennifer Nicholson, Secretary-Treasurer 
Scott MacKenzie, Co-Chair – Regulatory Affairs 
Trena Grimoldby, Co-Chair – Regulatory Affairs 
Anne Michaud, Chair – Education 
David Morton, Chair – International Relations 
Louis Legault, Past Chair 
 
Motion: to adopt the agenda 
Moved by David Morton 
Seconded by Robert Gabor 
Motion carried. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of the 43rd Annual General Meeting, 2 October 2019 

 
François Beaulieu presented the minutes of the 2019 AGM, which had been previously circulated. Two 
corrections were made. 
 
Motion: To approve the Minutes of the 43rd AGM, 2 October 2019. 
Moved by: Trena Grimoldby 
Seconded: Peter Gurnham 
Motion carried 
 
3. Business Arising from the 2018 AGM Minutes 
 
None 
 
4. Chair’s Report 
 
François Beaulieu made the following remarks: 
 
Je voudrais tout d'abord vous remercier pour le privilège qui m'a été accordé l'année dernière d'être 
président de CAMPUT, et pour la confiance que vous m'avez accordée. 
 
I would like first to thank all of you for the privilege that was granted to me last year of being CAMPUT 
Chair, and for the trust you have placed in me. 
 
Thank you all for participating in CAMPUT’s first virtual AGM. I know we all would have preferred to 
meet in person in Saskatoon under normal circumstances and it is certainly my hope that we will be able 
to do so for next year’s AGM.  Like every other organization, CAMPUT has had to adapt to new 
challenges.  
 
I appreciate your flexibility and support through this difficult year. 
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Highlights of the 2019/2020 Fiscal Year 
 
This year has been a year of profound disruption not only for CAMPUT itself, but also for CAMPUT 
members. We have seen our Boards and Commissions adapt to new ways of delivery our services to the 
utilities we regulate. For example, the use of web conferencing platforms to conduct our pre-hearing 
conferences or hearing and the issue of working from home has been a new norm. 
 
Before I recap the events of calendar 2020, I want to report the highlights of CAMPUT’s fiscal year 
2019/2020, which is the period covered by this AGM. 
 

• The Annual Conference in Calgary in May 2019, that is, the 2019/2020 fiscal year, was very 
successful. Registrations reached the venue capacity of 410, and the net profit was $238,180. 

 
• The Energy Regulation Course in June 2019 had record attendance, and resulted in a surplus of 

$13,300. 
 

• The AGM was held in September in Halifax, hosted by the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board. 
It was also very successful, earning $11,335 in net revenue. 

 
• In January 2020, we held our traditional and popular Regulatory Key Topics Meeting. This year it 

was in Montreal and was hosted by the Régie de l’énergie. We had a number of external 
speakers as well as CAMPUT members making presentations. We set the fee to ensure cost 
recovery and the result was a small net surplus of about $3,000. 

 
• You will learn more about it when Jennifer Nicholson gives her financial report, but 2019/2020 

was a very successful year from a financial perspective, ending with a large net surplus.  
 
Highlights of the current calendar year 
 
Unfortunately, the Regulatory Key Topics Meeting was the last “face to face” event we were able to hold, 
and as a result, our fiscal position for the year 2020/2021 will be quite different than 2019/2020. 
 
Because of COVID-19 pandemic, we had to cancel the 2020 Annual Conference, scheduled for May in 
Saint John. This resulted in total net costs of about $67,445. We can discuss those costs in more depth 
during section 7.1 of the agenda, if you wish.  
 
We also cancelled the Energy Regulation Course and changed our AGM to an online event. Neither of 
these changes result in costs to CAMPUT. 
 
Although we had to cancel all face-to-face events, we were able to enhance our on-line activities. 
 
We had a number of webinars throughout the year. As you will recall, we use to host all our webinars by 
teleconference and it was called “Dial-in Dialogues.” If there is one positive that came out of the 
pandemic, is that, we all became quite familiar with video conferencing. 
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As a result, Cynthia decided that we needed to change the name of webinars and she started a 
competition during the year to find a new name. I wish to recognize Phil Payzant of the Nova Scotia 
Utility and Review Board for coming up with the name of CAMPUT Connections / Connexions CAMPUT to 
replace the previous name our webinars as "Dial-In Dialogues".  
 
We also hosted two public webinars, based on panels which had originally been scheduled for the May 
2020 Conference in Saint John. I also want to recognize the contributions of the Program Committee, 
moderators, speakers, staff from Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board who assisted CAMPUT with the 
virtual platform and other individuals who helped organized these events.    
 
We have cut all discretionary spending, but we are still projecting a significant deficit for fiscal 
2020/2021, entirely due to COVID-19. We still have as our objective to have an overall balanced budget 
over the five-year cycle (2019/2020 through 2023/2024) and I would encourage future members of the 
Executive Committee to practice fiscal responsibility. 
 
Jennifer will have more to say about this later in the agenda. 
 
External Engagement 
 
CAMPUT continues to engage actively with our American counterparts at NARUC. As you know, the 
Executive Committee holds annual bilateral meetings with the Executive Committee from NARUC. Last 
year, the bilateral was held at the CAMPUT Conference in Calgary. Six members of the NARUC Executive 
attended the meeting and the conference.  
 
CAMPUT representatives attended the NARUC Annual Meeting in November 2019 (San Antonio, Texas), 
the NARUC Winter Policy Summit in February 2020 (Washington DC), and the Summer Policy Summit in 
August 2020 (online). Limits were imposed by the Executive Committee on the number of people that 
were able to travel to these events.   
 
An online bilateral meeting of the NARUC and CAMPUT new Executive Committee meetings is being 
planned for October 2020. 
 
CAMPUT remains engaged with the International Confederation of Energy Regulators (ICER) and actively 
participates on the Steering Committee. The next World Forum on Energy Regulation (WFER) was 
scheduled to take place in Lima, Peru in 2021. That conference has now been postponed to 2022. You will 
hear more about that later in the agenda. 
 
CAMPUT is engaged with a number of external organizations: 
 

• CAMPUT is working with Positive Energy (University of Ottawa) on a collaborative research 
project which is now in the case study phase. The goal of the research is to identify key success 
factors, along with roadmap and benchmarking tools to scale up successful innovations in a) 
formal two-way interactions between regulators and associated policymaking authorities and b) 
public engagement processes. 
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• We appreciate the support CAMPUT members have provided to this project. [note to draft: If 
there is a desire, Cynthia may be able to provide further updates]. 

 
• CAMPUT is working with the Public Policy Forum on a continuing series of Energy Regulator 

Dialogues (6 sessions over 3 years). The last two sessions were held on line, which allowed for 
more extensive participation. The sessions bring together regulators from different sectors to 
help inform the development of regulation in the energy and utility sector. 

 
 
Cynthia has joined the Advisory Council of EPRI (Electric Power Research Institute) and is bringing great 
value to this Advisory Council. 
 
Closing 
 
In closing, I want to thank all of the Executive Committee members who served so selflessly this past year 
and who have become over the years, great friends. They are: 
  

• Christine Long, as Vice Chair 
• Jennifer Nicholson, as Secretary-Treasurer 
• Scott MacKenzie, as Co-Chair, Regulatory Affairs 
• Trena Grimoldby, as Co-Chair, Regulatory Affairs 
• Anne Michaud, as Chair, Education 
• David Morton, as Chair, International Affairs 
• Louis Legault, as Past Chair 

 
I would like to specifically thank Louis Legault who approached me a number of years ago in Vancouver 
to become CAMPUT’s Vice-Chair. Merci, Louis, pour ton soutien et ta confiance en moi. C'est très 
apprécié. 
 
Committee Chairs will be giving their own reports, and will recognize the members of their individual 
committees, and of course the committees could not function without these dedicated individual 
members.  
 
I also want to thank all of you again, for your support and loyalty over the year. CAMPUT could not be 
the success which it is, without the support of each and every member board, associate board, 
Chairs/Vice-Chairs, and your staff that participates in CAMPUT’s activities. Without all of this help, 
CAMPUT could not accomplish its objective (a) to improve energy and utility regulation in Canada (b) to 
improve education and training of members and staff of energy and utility tribunals.  
 
Finally, my report would not be complete without saying a few words about Cynthia Chaplin. Cynthia, I 
admire your leadership and decision-making skills, your knowledge of the work that we do as regulators, 
and your interpersonal skills, to name a few. 
 
You are a meticulousness person, always paying attention to details, and all of the CAMPUT family 
benefits from these skills and your expertise when you joined us as Executive Director a few years ago. 
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Your skills are second to none.  
 
Thank you so much for being such a wonderful Executive Director. Your guidance and advice have helped 
the Executive Committee members make hard and thoughtful decisions during these unpresented times. 
Thank you for all your support, you made my job as Chair so much easier. Looking forward to working 
with you again in the future. Please accept my heartfelt gratitude! 
 
À la prochaine 
 
5. Proposed New Honorary Lifetime Members 
 
François Beaulieu presented one nominee for Honorary Lifetime Membership: 
 

• Ray Gorman, former Chair, NBEUB 
 
The members decided to dispense with the secret ballot. The nominee was unanimously approved as 
new honorary member of CAMPUT. 

 
6. Committee Reports/Discussion 

6.1 Education Committee 

Anne Michaud, Chair of the Education Committee, presented her report, which was previously 
circulated. Anne thanked the committee members for their contributions: 

• Jackie Ashley, BCUC 
• Nadia Ciccone, URRC 
• Roberta Clarke, NSUARB 
• Michael Costello, NBEUB 
• Doug Larder, AUC 
• Natalia Lis, Régie de l’énergie 
• Jennifer Nicholson, NSUARB 
• Derek Olmstead, MSA 
• Viive Sawler, OEB 
• Cynthia Chaplin, CAMPUT 

She noted that CAMPUT had held nine member webinars during the year, details of which are 
included in the report. She also noted that the Education Committee had joined with the 
Regulatory Affairs Committee to plan a number of member webinars. There is a comprehensive 
list of potential topics for future events, beginning in October. 

 
6.2 Regulatory Affairs Committee 
 
Scott MacKenzie and Trena Grimoldby, Co-Chairs of the Regulatory Affairs Committee, 
presented the report previously circulated. Scott thanked the committee members: 

• Darlene Whalen, NLPUB 
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• Delaine Barber, Saskatchewan Rate Review Panel 
• Esther Falardeau, Régie de l'énergie 
• Jocelyn Fraser, NSUARB 
• Gordon Van Tighem, NWT PUB 
• Graham Lock, Nunavut URRC 
• JP Mousseau, AUC 
• Jason Cameron, CNSC 
• John Herron, NBEUB 
• Michael Millar, OEB 
• Robert Gabor, MB PUB 
• Cynthia Chaplin, CAMPUT 

 
Scott noted the committee developed the program for the Regulatory Key Topics Meeting, held 
in Montreal in January 2020. Trena noted the strong attendance at the RKT and acknowledged 
the Regie as excellent hosts for the event. The event received positive evaluations, details of 
which are included in the report. Anne Michaud thanked Scott and Trena and the Regulatory 
Affairs Committee for working with the Education Committee. 
 
 
6.3 International Affairs 
 
David Morton, Chair of International Affairs, presented the report which had been previously 
circulated. David highlighted CAMPUT’s outreach to NARUC and NERC. Executive Committee 
members attended each of the three key NARUC events, and David is Vice Chair of the NARUC 
International Committee. David recommended that CAMPUT members consider attending 
NARUC events. He also recommended that members consider participating in the international 
activities of NARUC, which provide valuable opportunities for staff and commissioners. 
 
With respect to NERC, David noted that he represents CAMPUT before the NERC Board of 
Trustees. He reported that he is focusing on developing the overall Canadian relationship with 
NERC, and in particular working with the Canadian Electricity Association and with NRCan. 
 
François thanked David for initiating the regular CAMPUT Chair COVID-19 information sharing 
videoconferences which have been held since the beginning of the pandemic. 
 
 
6.4 Awards Committee 
 
Cynthia Chaplin reported that a call for nominations was sent, and no nominations were 
received. 
 

 
7. Conference and Meeting Reports/Discussion 
 

7.1 2020 Annual Conference, Saint John, NB 
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François Beaulieu presented the reported previously circulated, which included details of the 
costs incurred. There were no questions. 
 
7.2 2021 Annual General Meeting, Saskatoon, SK 
 
Albert Johnston reported that the AGM in 2021 will be held at the Sheraton in Saskatoon, 12 – 
15 September, 2021 – circumstances permitting. 
 
7.3 Future Conferences and AGMs 

 
 François Beaulieu presented the forward schedule for Annual Conferences and AGMs 

(previously circulated). François noted that the 2021 Conference, originally scheduled for 
Montréal will instead be run as an online event. The hotel has accepted the cancellation, and 
CAMPUT is awaiting return of the deposits paid. Planning for the online conference is underway, 
and both the Program Committee and Steering Committee have been formed and have begun 
their work. 

 
8. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report 
 

8.1 Audited 2019/2020 Financial Statements 
 
Jennifer Nicholson presented the 2019/2020 Financial Statements, which had been circulated in 
advance of the meeting. These statements, for the fiscal year 1 April 2019 – 31 March 2020, had 
been audited by an independent auditor, Roy Francoeur. Jennifer reported that it was a clean 
audit and noted that the positive results were largely due to the success of the Calgary 
conference. 
 
Motion: To accept the 2019/2020 audited financial statements. 
Moved by: Scott MacKenzie 
Seconded: Anne Michaud 
Motion carried 
 
8.2 Current Budget vs Actuals 
 
Jennifer Nicholson reviewed the 2020/2021 budget, along with actuals up to 4 September 2020, 
and projection to year-end, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting. It was noted 
that a substantial deficit is projected is now projected because of the cancellation of the 
conference in Saint John. A number of cost reduction measures have been implemented, but 
the projected deficit is about $90,000. 
 
8.3 Appointment of Auditor for 2019/2020 
 
Jennifer Nicholson proposed to appoint Roy Francoeur, CPA, as the CAMPUT auditor for the 
current fiscal year (1 April 2020 – 31 March 2021). Mr. Francoeur has been auditing the CAMPUT 
accounts since the 2004/2005 fiscal year, and it was felt that continuing with the same auditor 
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would provide beneficial continuity and analysis of CAMPUT accounting. 
 
Motion: To appoint Roy Francoeur, CPA, as auditor for fiscal 2020/2021 
Moved by: Jennifer Nicholson 
Seconded: David Morton 
Motion carried 

 
9. CAMPUT response to COVID-19 
 
Christine reported that the Executive Committee had determined that a subcommittee should be 
formed to address the strategic and operational issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic and to make 
recommendations to the Executive Committee. Christine is chairing the COVID-19 Response 
Subcommittee, and the committee members are Darlene Whalen, François Emond, Anne Michaud, 
Robert Gabor and Cynthia Chaplin.  
 
The Subcommittee recommended (and the Executive Committee decided) that the 2021 Annual 
Conference, originally scheduled for Montreal, should not be held as an in person event. This 
recommendation/decision was based on the current state of the pandemic, ongoing restrictions on 
travel and gatherings, low perceived interest in attending, and the agreement by the hotel to return the 
deposits paid. She noted that the 2021 Steering Committee will make recommendations to the 
Executive Committee for how to proceed with an online conference in 2021. The subcommittee 
recommended that there be no reduction at this time to scope of the Executive Director role. 
 
Christine further reported that the subcommittee will be considering other potential future offerings 
which could bring value to members and potentially engage external stakeholders. 
 
10. Other Business 
 
There was no other business raised. 
 
11. Nominations for 2020/2021 
 
François Beaulieu reported that the following nominations had been made for the 2020/2021 Executive 
Committee: 

• Chair – Christine Long (Registrar, OEB) 
• Vice-Chair – David Morton (Chair, BCUC) 
• Member –  Anne Michaud (Vice Chair, AUC) 
• Member – Jennifer Nicholson (Member, NSUARB) 
• Member – Trena Grimoldby (Commissioner, CER) 
• Member – François Émond (Régisseur, Régie) 
• Member – Robert Gabor (Chair, Manitoba PUB) 

 
François Beaulieu invited nominations from the floor. No nominations were made. 
 
12. Election of Officers  
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The slate of nominees was unanimously approved and acclaimed. 
 
Accordingly, 

• Christine Long, OEB, was acclaimed as Chair of the Executive Committee 
• David Morton, BCUC, was acclaimed as a Vice Chair of the Executive Committee 
• Anne Michaud, AUC, was acclaimed as a Member of the Executive Committee 
• Trena Grimoldby, CER, was acclaimed as a Member of the Executive Committee 
• Jennifer Nicholson, NSUARB, was acclaimed as a Member of the Executive Committee 
• François Émond, Régie de l’énergie, was acclaimed as a Member of the Executive Committee 
• Robert Gabor, Manitoba PUB, was acclaimed as a Member of the Executive Committee  

 
François Beaulieu congratulated all members of the Executive Committee and thanked them for 
agreeing to serve. 
 
13. Incoming Chair’s Remarks 
 
Christine Long thanked the members for their support. Christine thanked François for his service as 
CAMPUT Chair, noting his strong skills as a chair who was always thoughtful about issues and solicited 
the views of the Executive Committee in the decision-making process. Christine also thanked Scott 
MacKenzie for his years of service on the Executive Committee. Christine also thanked the OEB and 
Susanna Zagar (the OEB’s new CEO) for supporting her continued involvement in CAMPUT. 
 
Christine noted that this will be a challenging year, which will look quite different from past years. 
CAMPUT won’t be doing its traditional activities the way it has done so in the past. Rather, it is an 
opportunity to look at new ways to connect with members. Christine noted that she will be focusing on 
what CAMPUT can do that’s a little bit different, including new ways to communicate, and will be 
reaching out to the Chairs to get their input. Although the times have changed, the importance of 
effective regulation and of CAMPUT have not. CAMPUT will continue to deliver value to members 
through providing opportunities to learn from each other, draw on the experience of each other, and 
connect with each other. 
 
14. Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:00 eastern time. 
 
 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
Christine Long       David Morton  
Chair, CAMPUT 2020/2021     Vice Chair, CAMPUT 2020/2021 

Melissa.Mah
Dave


